Bank of Portugal 24 April 1991 
Rua do Comercio 
1100 Lisbon, Portugal 


Dear Sir: 


It was suggested by the Cultural Attache of the Embassy of 
Portugal in Washington D.c. that I write to you. 


I am preparing a research paper on the history of the $ sign 
as used in the United States and elsewhere. I have been unable to 
find the history and development of your symbol " cifrao " prior 
to its use in 1797 on the paper money of some Portuguese banks. 


I have examined your beautifully detailed and visually 


spectacular book on the Paper Money of Portugal and see many 
references to books unavailable to me here. 


If you would be kind enough to help me I will be very grateful 
and I will gladly turn over to you whatever I find that is of 
interest to you on the subject of the dollar sign. You may write 
me letters or send me photocopies of anything you have in 
Portuguese because I have a neighbor who will translate it. I wish 
I could write to you in Portuguese, but I am sure there are several 
people fluent in English at the Bank. 


If there are articles on the history of the $ I would be 
grateful to see them. 


The particular questions I am most interested in answering are 
as follows: 


In what books, accounts, or written material was the § first 
used ? 


What did it originally represent, a separator or punctuation 
for a number or a symbol for an amount or for a coin ? 


Was it adapted from the Spanish symbol for Pesos (Ps) in which 
the S was placed over the two vertical strokes used in writing 


Was there any change in meaning or use when the $ was used 
with two numbers following it instead of three ? Example Rs 
12$900 and later 6$10 R. 


In the United States we did not use a $ in print until 1799 
and it was very slow to be accepted. The earliest written evidence 
in the United States so far as I know now is 1776 and that was 
apparently adapted from the West Indies. 


I look forward to hearing from you and thank you for any 
cooperation you may be able to give. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


Dr. Antonio Miguel Trigueros 17 June 1991 
AP. DR. Antonio Jose de Almeida 

1092 Lisbon 

Portugal 


Dear Dr. Trigueros: 


Your name was given to me by Dr. Robert Sayre as a person who 
might help me obtain some further historical information about the 
$. I am presenting a program on $ history in August 1991 and want 
to include the Portuguese background if possible. 


I enclose a copy of letter I wrote to the Bank of Portugal in 
April 1991 but have not as yet had a reply. 


I was told that you might know or be aware of someone who 
knows the early Portuguese history of the $. You may feel free to 
contact the Bank of Portugal to learn what they may have located 
or you might already know the answer or where the answer is. The 
$ must have been used in Portuguese manuscript or account books 
before 1797. 


Approximately when was it used to designate milreis (100$000)? 
Had it been used for other purposes prior to that? Did $ mean 1000 
or was it only a separator for numbers? 


I would be very appreciative if you could help me in this 
matter as it should be as interesting in Portugal as it is in the 
United States. 


Thank you for anything you may do. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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0 simbolo $ (cifrao) deriva do Arabe tad phrn® (zero). Foi primiti- 


vamente usada para representar mil unidades, abreviando sua lexi oa confor= 
me registrou Antonio Moraes Silva, em séu Dicidndrio ida Lingua Portuguesa,2® 
ode, Lisboa, Typ. Lacerdina, 1613: | | 


CIFRA: s.f., A fi cure de um zero na tele 


Neat 
CIFRAO: s.m., Na Aritmet. cifra grande: Seiide g : equivnle 3 cifras 


assimque 1$ vale 1.900; 1.000. 


O emprego monetdrio desta abreviatura mais antigo que em ripida pes- 
quisa nos foi possivel v2rificar, data de 10 de agosto de 1708, em carta de 
Manoel de Almeida Soares (Bahia) dirigida a Francisco Pinheiro (Lisbon).Diz 


ela: 


.... Vim em tao ma ocaziao q. achei a ttera chea de sedas da India aq. 


- 


4 
se podem levar por negocio p¥ esa tterra cauxa por onde nao vendi na- 


da nada (sic) de suas’sedas 6 com a bulha da frota e com os haratilho 
dos homes da India nimgem olha p*® nada do reino mas partida a frota 
nao ha duvida q. tudo se ha de vender bellamente e somte. tenho ven- 
AtGG LOOS. Ge sie SAPO OM. Mess da Uk bw . 

(in "Negédcics Coloniais - Uma correspondéncia comercial do Século 


AVITi-—. lute Lisanti Pione, 1073, ve lip 7) 


The MERCHANT 
of MANCHAC, 


‘Lhe Letterbooks of 
John Fitzpatrick, 1768-1790 


Edited with an Introduction by 
MARGARET FISHER DALRYMPLE 


Published for the Baton Rouge Bicentennial Corporation by the 
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
Baton Rouge and London 


Appeared; that when it does his Immediate Compliance there to 
will not be Wanting; the Same Day arrd. from point Coupie one 
[?] Butler by Whom Mrs. McIntosh Sent Said Note; which I 
demanded of him (as your property) in Vertue of the fore men- 
tioned Order; Which I likewise Shewd. him in presence of Mr. 
Lafite; all to no purpose; absolutely refusing Delivering it to me; 
in Consequence of which I obtaind Mons. Burgars promise not 
to pay him; nor any Other person untill I proceeded for his Gov- 
ernment Mr. McIntosh’s determination there on; which shall 
Solicet after my Arivel at Manchac—this day I set off; my Act- 
ing in this manr. I hope will meet your Approbation; as I hold 
it the Most ready Meathod your being reumbursed there of — 

Mr. Thomas Deputized Mr. McIntosh his Constable which 
Commision he Admited of to Search my house for Wine and 
Rum; by what protext I know not but his Attempt was frus- 
trated by my people in not Delivering him the Keys of the Store 
—Mr. French prays his Compliments to You; and am With due 
Esteem... 


To JEAN BAPTISTE SARPY, St. Louis 


Manchac, March 26, 1772 

In Answer to yours of the 17th Novemr. 1771 that Came safely 
to hand; and note well its Contents; I am in hopes (on Mr. Bar- 
rows Acct.) that you will not fail in fulfilling the promise that 
You gave me in Your Letter; sending Down what skins you have 
Got in the month next July; or sooner if possible; and if there is 
Nothing to be had (which I cant beleive) You will send me all 
the Bills & Accounts; that you have belonging to Mr. Barrow; 
that I may have it in my power to oblige Maxant to Come to a 
Settlemt— 

You have here Inclosed Monsr. Dubriuell[’s] Bill on his Brother 
for £2750 Which I nor Monsr. Ranson could neaver make pay; 
he alledging that he had no founds [funds] of his Brothers in his 
hands; and more that he Would not Advance a farthing on his 
Accot.; Monsr. Peeraut; offered Me a percel of Spanish & french; 
Bills or Bons to the Amount off £1900 But I would not Except [ac- 
cept] thim; Knowing them to be Nothing More than Immagenery 
Coyn; therefore have Declined having any thing to do with them 
—on Mr. Barrows; Accot. for I promise You that Mr. Barrow, 
has been Laying a long time out of his Money; and if I Take the 
Bills he Might lay a Great deal Longer; this being the Needfull 
for the present. ... 


{117 
1770-1775 


-NEW TABLE OF SILVER COINS. 


Assay. _ | Weight. |Stan.Weight.|Contentsin| * 
pureSilver. 
oz. dwt.dwt. gr.j dwt. gr. mij grains, 
4 5 2) 98,’ 
11; 46, 
0\377, 


144 71, 
19| 35, 

0/370, 
10|185, 
16] 92, 
20| 46, 


0} 72, 


0| 36, 
10|395, 
0/388, 
12/259, 
6/129, 
2| 63, 
0} 31, 


8/360, 


8/157, 
14/412, 
12/196, 


14) 96, 


0| 47, 
14} 92, 
18}111, 
0} 53, 
12)196, 
0j101, 


14/409, 


17|100, 
8| 49, 
12/407, 
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SPAIN ....+.++++ Old Mexican Peceta of two Mexican 2 jw 
Reals (1996): osiddevics ceca ee : 
Real of Mexican Plate (1746).. SS 
Dollar, Mexican, with globes and ‘pil- ; Ww 
lars, (1765). 5 : 
Peceta of two Reals of Plate @ (1721) Pie 3 ee 
Real of Plate (1721).. ipl FES Es 
Dollar,* of late coinage . Bre Sed oe a 
Balt Dollar wit. sia eas coeees ts 
«-Mexican Peceta (1774). ...-00 ese veces 
Real of Mexican Plate (1775).. a 
Peceta Provincial of 2 Reals of aang 
plate (1775).. Leeper 
* s+ ‘Real of new plate oa eee 
SWEDEN ........ Rixdollar (1762).. WE ret ogee 
ae Rixdollar of late coinage ere we res 
Double Plott, or Piece of %.......... 
Single Plott, or Piece of 4 .........4. 
Piece of 8 Skillings Nha ny oe Pumas. a 
Ditto of 4 Skillings Tene eee ie re 
SwiTZERLAND .,, Ecu, or Rixdollar of Lucerne, 4, &e. 
in proportion (1715) ........ 
Old Gulden, or Florin of Lucerne (1714) sae 
Ecu of 40 Batzen of Lucerne (1796).. 
Rai DG Fis cane Pe ce coun ee W. 
Florin, or Piece of 40 ‘Schillings of W. 
EMCOING (1708) 05 alee «0 dk00 
Half Florin of Lucerne..........+.++ |W: 
Piece of 10 Batzen (1782) .......+4. |W. 
Quarter Rixdollar of Friburg .. . |W. 
Piece of + Rixdollar of Ditto........ iW. 
Piece of 20 Batzen of Soleure.. val 
Ditto of 10 Batzen of Ditto.......... | 
Ecu of 40 Batzen of the Helvetic Re- 
public, (1798) 4 in prop. .... 
Piece of 10 Datees 4. ies eis ca Sess os 
Ditto of 5 Batzen . Pere eee 
Ecu of 4 Franken (1801). 
(See also Basil, Bern, "Geneva, 
Neufchatel, St. Gall, and Zu- 
rich. ) 
Treves ........ Rixdollar, specie ... We 
TurRKEY ........ Altmichlic of 60 Paras (1757 - . 
Piastre of Mustapha III. (17 57). °. 
Altmichlic of 1773.. .S 
Piastre of Abdul-hamed (1773) .. 
Another of the same period... ; . 10)159, 
Piece of 100 Paras of Selim a 789) iW. 4|229, 
Double Piastre of Ditto EME, & 10)186, 
Piastre of Selim of 1801 ...\\...... 6+ |W. | « 8| 95, 
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2|359, 
0|259, 
0161, 
12)228, 
8|147, 
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* This is the coin which is universally circulated under the name of the Spanish Dollar. 
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WEST INDIES (Jamaica). 


TNS JAMAICA. 


As the currency of Jamaica 1s £140, its proportion to sterling is as 7 a 
Hence, £1 sterling = 28s. currency; and £1 currency = 14s, 33d. sterling,” 


GoldCoins. The following are the Gold coins current here, with their weight and ler 
value in currency : 


dwt. gr. troy. Value in Currency, 
SPANISH Neabloon is sss 308 3 8* Gee OD 
Two Pistole Piece. 8 16 ...--- 210 
Pistnle <6: sets * Bay ree > 

Half Pistole. 2 4 es, © 13° 
PortuGuEsE Johanes (called Joe) 18 12°. ae 

nit doe or eke Oe 2 

Quarter Joe ..-.++ Pe oe eee | 

e 

1 

1 

0 

1 


i 
i: 


Moidore «cssisa0s ., 0 22 caeenx 
Halt Moidevei1.2) 8 10. ee 
Exatied  # Gunes (si ieeed eects e et 
Half Guinea;..... 2 16 seeeee 


» SOVETENERL © =< 07? 5D veeeee 


0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
6 
02 
0: 
6. 
3” 
0 


ae hk 
Dnonvwen 


Any of the above Gold coins being found light, must pass acoordiig to th 
actual weight ; and the deduction is 3d. currency for every Grain of deficiet | 
_ Thus, a dees chars Ww dwt. 6 er, is worth only t4 19s. = curren 
Silver The Silver coins of Jamaica are Dollars, with Halves, Gunner. Bet 
pom Sixteenths ; passing for 6s. 8d. 3s. 4d, 1s.8d. 10d. and 5d. currency. 4 
Also, Bits or Bitts, which are Spanish Reals, and which pass for i 


rency. ‘Thus, 10 Bits and 5d. currency make 1 Dollar; and 1 Bit is wo 
sterling. Bab 


FNS 


Pistereens, or Two Bit Pieces, which are "Spanish Poe ass fort ‘ 
currency, or 10d. sterling. aoe 


ollie a 
English Shillings and Sixpences ‘ecasionally pass | here as 5 Pistereens i 


Currency, _ From the foregoing values of the different coins, ua peoea's iS the in 
peg. $5 iat par of the currency of Jamaica with respect to sterling 


317 


he Real of Old Plate is better than the Real Vellon, in the proportion of 32 oe and 
7.~.Thus 17 Maravedis of Old Plate equal 32 of Vellon. This Real is also : 
‘sided into 16 Quartos or 32 Ochavos. ; 
‘he Real of Old Plate is not a coin ;itisa money of account in particular 
sroviniceS; and is the most general money of exchange. 8 of these Reals make 
the Peso de Plata, or Piastre, which is also called the Dollar of exchange; and 
shen Plate only is mentioned, Old Plate is understood. pe >! 
he Real of Mexican Plate is divided into Halves and Quarters, called 
Medio and Quartillo. It is the eighth part of the Hard Dollar, and is therefore 
perth 21 Reals Vellon, 14 Real of New Plate, or 133 Real of Old Plate. 


t 


The Real of Mexican Plate is the chief money of account in Spanish America, 


shere it is divided into 16 parts ; and in Spain it is sometimes divided into 2] 


: It may be noticed that Vellon is the root of several other monies employed in 
© domestic and inland trade. Thus 60 Reals Vellon equal the Doubloon de Plata 
1 lo; 15 = the Peso Sencillo; and 11 = the Ducado de Vellon. | 
esides the above, there are five Reals, which are only of local use. They are 


ins but monies of account, and sometimes monies of exchange. Thus— 


The Real of Alicant ...... 13 sz of which equal the Hard Dollar. 
eh Real of Catalonia ..... EARS 6 “ 
-. ~~ Real Ardite of Catalonia 182 “ 
-+.. Real current of Gibraltar 12 “e 
ae Real of Valencia-...... “ 
following are the principal monies of exchange :— Monies of 
‘Peso de Plata or Piastre, before explained, contains 8 Reals or 272 Exchange. 
Yedis of Plate, or 15 Reals 2 Maravedis Vellon. Er | us ; 
 Doubloon de Plata or Pistole of exchange is four times the value of the 
Piastre, 
° Ducado de Plata or Ducat of exchange is worth 11 Reals 1 Marayedi of 
r 20 Reals 2534 Maravedis Vellon. 


following Table is a new arrangement of the monies of Spain_shewing, 
view, their relations to each other, and their sterling value in silver, that 
Ds, 2d, per Ounce standard, 


SPAIN. 


The follow 
J inGold . 


/ 
A COMPARATIVE VIEW OF SPANISH MONIES, 
/ SHEWING 


THEIR PROPORTIONS TO EACH OTHER, AND THEIR STERLING VALUE. 


Maravedis | Maravedis Stedl.¥; 
Old Plate.| Vellon, a. — 


Hard Dollar of | Reals of | Reals of Reals 


Dollar, | Exchange.JNew Plate | Old Plate.} Vellon, | artes. 


’ 


wate Dollar’. 06 tees ve cede ras 
Dollar of Exchange, or of Old Plate 


Real of New Plate 2. ccc dcnaces 


Real of Old Plate, or of Exchange. . ee OF ere C4 a | 
Reka Vellous. Se oa ee 

AP UARUG 55, aie aus nek wan hae eas 

Maravedi of Old Plate .......... 

Maravedi OPV Gib 3S i5 wine dks Sue 


Libre: or Catalonia we. co ccs ces 


Libra of Arragon’. icuces. ) ‘ t+ | kat other weig 


Libra of Alicant and Valencia..... 
Libra ‘of Navarre.g;...55 fdecs on: 
cient of Catalonia .3..o0escad cass 
Beal or.-V clenciet ec ean nase can 
Megl OF Alig@wt janis coking 
Real Ardite of Catalonia......-... 


Real of Gibraltar... 


By. the inspection of the above Table, the relative values of the different monies may be readily, : 
by observing that all the numbers on the same horizontal line are of one value, with reference 
titles at the head of the Table. Thus 1 Hard Dollar, on the first line, equals 20 Reals, Veagd 
51,79 Pence. . ee 

It will be also seen, on the last line, that the Real of Gibraltar equals ;; of the Hard Dollar 
Real of New Plate, 56$ Maravedis Vellon, or 4,31d. sterling ; and so of any other numbers 

Note.— The monies above the star are those most generally in use throughout Spain. 
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he following are the principal coins current in Spain: /OMS. 


n Gold ‘has 


The Dobloon of 8 Escudos, or sere ecce  Mbareneilit 
Pistole, which passes for .....--- 320 
The Dobloon of 4 Escudos, or double Pistole 160 
The Dobloon de Oro, or Pistole........-. 80 
a) PO Wee Ok ae ee OM ee pte, 
The Coronilla or Veinten de Oro ......-- 20 
, Silver...--- The Dollar or Peso Duro......e+eeeeeeee 20 

The Half Dollar or Escudo Vellon.......- 

The Peseta Mexicana .....sccccececcerss 

The Real of Mexican Plate ......eesseees 

afi Fase Silver.. The Peseta Provincial .......eeeceeeeeee 

The Real of Provincial Plate ....-+.+eee- 

The Real Vellogy s Sorc ee 00 8's cod bee os 


The Quarto sa cavs oc xee ves vdeo s cave eee 
The Ochavel: os cc 08 os (50 oes On eae ss eaee 


CooFW RNY OOS 


le faneness of gold is expressed in Quilates or Carats, and Grains ; the Mark oe 
a sold an¢ 
ith ler weight Epa divided into 24 Carats, the Carat into 4 Grains, and the gijvyer. 


mr . . . 
e fineness of silver is expressed in Dineros and Grains; the Mark or other 
f being divided into 12 Dineros, and the Dinero into 24 Grains. 


ie yal edict of 1730, 81 Quadruples. or Dobloons of § Eomadon: 17 Rate of 
of 4 Escudos ; 34 common Dobloons or Pistoles, or 68 Escudos, were eee ae 
Castilian Mark of gold 22 Quilates fine: and 8} Pesos Duros or 

Ny Half gaps = a ee or 68 Reals of Mexican come were to 


fine, ect the Pesetas site Reals, which were reduced to 93 Dincies 

Berson has since taken place in the silver coins; but in 1786 the 

; reduced to 21 Carats for the different Dobloons 
3 Carats for the Coronilla or Veinten de Oro. 


+ .The Ferheciy in the alloy is z's of a Carat e the gold coins; 1 Grain, 


Value of 
Monies. 


Weights & 
‘Measures, 


Gold and 
Silver 
Weight. 


SPAIN. 


or zz of a Dinero, for the Dollar and its divisions ; and 2, 
for the inferior silver coins. 


or at most 


/ 
/ 


The Quadruple PistoJe, or Dobloon of 8 Escudos (coined since 1786) 
3664 troy Grains of fine gold, and is therefore worth £3 4s, 914) 
English gold coin; and the subdivisions of the quadruple are in propo tig 

The Dollar (coined since nh should contain 3742 ee Grains of fin 


in proportion. 
The value of the Peso of Plate, or Dollar of Exchange, in English [ 


is 389id.; of the Dobloon of Plate, or Pistole of Exchange, 13s, 2d 
Diese of Plate, 4s, 61d. 


or, more ae £1 sterling equals 48 Reals 203} Maravedis of 
or 91 Reals 17 Maravedis Vellon. 


measure, at Avila; that of liquid ee at calcio: and that of ‘— 
the Archives of the Supreme Senate at Madrid: copies, however, are is 
throughout the kingdom. : 


but the following are the legal a Pr 


. 


4800 Crack Silv er is weighed ts the same Mark, but is divided no 
64 Ochavos, 128 jeer 384 Tomines, or 4608 Grains. 


39504 Fncth Tee or 230,043 Gale: 
1000 Dollars should weigh, according to the Mint reculations, 117 it 
Ounces, Castilian weight, or 870 oz. English troy weight ; but the 


MEXICO. 


MEXICO (in North America). 


ccounts are kept here, and in all other parts of Spanish America, in Pesos piers 
or Dollars of 8 Reals, the Real being divided into halves and quarters. This 
is a ea divided into 16 Parts; and also into 34 Maravedis of 


premium of about 8 per cent.) ; with halves, quarters, &c. in proportion. The 
Giver coins are Pesos Mexicanos or Dollars, with halves and quarters. The 
ery in Spain, are called Pecetas Mexicanas. There are also saa or Reals, 


high in ew are valued at me Quartos: also half Reals, 


fo express the fineness of gold, the Castellano, or other weight, is divided into Ee pal of 
Guilates or Carats; the Quilate into 4 Grains; and the Grain into 8 Parts. itso 

e fineness of silver is expressed in Dineros; the Mark or other weight 

divided i into 12 Dineros, and eae Dinero into 24 Grains. 


Meike} Mint regulations of 1772, the followi ing pieces were to be coined from tee 
ilian Mark of gold, 215 Carats fine ; viz. 82 Doubloons of 8 Escudos, 


5c cetas, or 68 Reals of Mexitais Plate. 
: Doubloon,: by these regulations, should contain 374 English Grains of 
1d;'and be therefore worth £3. 6s, 2d. sterling. The Dollar should 
374 Grains of pure silver; and its value is therefore 4s, 44d. sterling 
‘Variations, however, have since been made in a part of this monetary 
which, will be explained epee the article Spain. ; 


Silver ee oe the: new w Spanish 1 mines, and brought to the mint at Mint 
Oto 0 be coined, one-fifth formerly belonged to the King of Spain. About 
ons" of Marks are annually brought to this city, 700;000 of which are 
1 to Dollars.. The owners of such silver pay the expenses of the mint, 
a. seignorage to the King of 1 Real per Mark. Though every Spanish 
38 at liberty to have his silver coined on those terms, yet merchants are 


ge only persons who avail themselves of this pa They buy up all 


254 MEXICO.—MILAN. 


. 


Wat. the silver they can procure, and deduct from the price 2 Reals co Ma. 
. m | : 
for seignorage, and the other for the expenses of the mint,* a 


é : ; : {ithe iBoaty 
Weights, The weights and measures of Mexico are those of Spain, which see. : 
ed : ae 


; 
ere}, +3 


MILAN (in Italy). 


Monies of | Accounts were formerly kept here in Lire of 20 Soldi, or 940 Dense 


Account. 4 decree of 1806, they are now kept in Lire Italiane of 100 Centesinem 


ey 


Italian Lire equal 27000 Lire Correnti. Thus, reckoning the Italian Li 
French Franc at 91d, in gold, the Lira of Milan equals 73d. sterlin ene 


The Scudo di Cambio or Imperiale is reckoned at 5 Lire 17 Soldi ‘- 
Soldi Imperiali; the Scudo Corrente, at 5 Lire 15 Soldi, or 115 Sol di Cone 
The difference between the value of Imperial and Current money is deter 
by the Filippo, a coin that is invariably reckoned at 106 Soldi Imperiz 


. . ° ° . PRET 
:ts value in current money has been raised at different periods: in 17 
=. Wis. 


fixed at 7 Lire 10 Soldi, or 150 Soldi Correnti. According to that valu 
106 Lire Imperiali are equivalent to 150 Lire Correnti, and 1219 Scudi Im r 

5 ‘ igh eee 
to 1725 Scudi Correntl. ee 


: : me ; ow 1 Leeda 
Coins. The Gold coins are, Doppie or Pistoles—those coined since 1786 pass 
Lire 3 Soldi Correnti; Souverains, at 45 Lire ; and Sequins, at 15 Lire 4 Sold 


wt: 
* The above account of the Mint at Mexico was published in 1781 by Ricard, by which 
that the amount of silver annually coined there at that period was about 6 millions of Dollz 
1790 it was 17 millions, according to Helms ; and, in 1804, above 20 millions, according to 
Estala, and other authorities. From statements laid before the Bullion Committee of the ‘Hows 
Commons, in 1810, by John Allen, Esq., it appears that the annual average of both gold an 
coined in the different mints of Spanish America for some time previously, was nearly as follows 
Mexico, 24 millions of Dollars; Lima, 6 millions ; Potosi, 43 millions; Santa Fé and Santiag! 
14 million; and Popayan and Guatimala, nearly 1 million; making, in all, about 8 millions 
_ The proportion of silver to gold coined at all these mints was, on an average of. sey 
stated to be as 30 to i; but the proportion of silver to gold produced from all the Amer 
was estimated as 62 to 13 and from the mines of all countries as 52 to i. ny cig 
M. Brongniart computes the value of gold and silver brought annually into circulation 3 
parts of the world, to be worth nearly 46 millions of Dollars; of which 36 are from Spanish a 
4 from Portuguese America, and 52 from the Old World; making the annual inereasé in all ; 
10 million Pounds sterling. (Traité Elementaire de Minéralogie, Paris, 1807.) 1 Ss 6 
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CHAPTER I 
A SUCCESSFUL TRADER IN NEW ORLEANS 


ROM the opening of the Revolution, my soul panted for 

the success of the American arms, nor could I omit any 
opportunity of manifesting the sincerity and ardor of those 
feelings, when it was in my power to be useful either to the 
public interest or to any individuals who had embarked their 
fortunes and their lives in an enterprise so hazardous and so 
glorious.” 1 This expression of patriotic fervor is more re- 
markable when we learn that it is the language of one who at 
the outbreak of the American Revolution had resided in one 
of the colonies for only two years. 

In 1760, when he was twenty-three years of age, Dieg Pol- 
lock came with his father Jaret, two brothers and a young 
nephew, from Coleraine, Northern Ireland, to Philadelphia. 
Little is known regarding the members of the Pollock family 
in their former home. No record has been found which might 
serve to interpret Oliver’s life in boyhood and young man- 
hood. We find no account of his personal appearance. What 
education he obtained we do not know, but his many letters 
give ample evidence that he acquired a good use of the English 
language. 

__ While little mention is made of Jaret Pollock after his ar- 
rival in America, it appears that he and three of his sons had 
been small landholders in Ireland. One of the brothers who 
_ Temained in Ireland, evidently contrasting his hard lot with 
an imaginary life of ease enjoyed by Oliver in the New World, 


__ Wrote: “Received yours which gives me pleasure to hear of 
_ your wellfare. I am to let you know that my misfortunes hurt 
__ meso much, that I will be obliged to go to you, if you do not 


Aga Memorial of Oliver Pollock to the Legislature of Virginia, “Clark 
: oo Virginia State Archives, Pamphlet, October 26, 1811. 
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come home. Having one cow, was obliged to sell her from my 
poor helpless family; As for Brother Thomas he is very cruel 
to me. Notwithstanding he sits free, your father’s land paying 
the whole rent.” 2 

From Northern Ireland during the preceding years of the 
eighteenth century had come to America large numbers of 
Protestants of Scotch ancestry and also some Roman Catholics. 
The destruction of the linen and woolen manufactures in 
which they were chiefly engaged was threatened by British 
commercial restrictions. Neither the Presbyterians nor the 
Catholics were willing to lend their support to the Anglican 
Church. Some of these immigrants found homes in Massachu- 
setts and New Hampshire but larger numbers were attracted 
to the Susquehanna and the Shenandoah valleys of Pennsyl- 
vania. By 1735, their settlements were to be found also in west- 
ern Virginia and as far south as Georgia. They were possessed 
of little personal property and were engaged in tilling the 
small farms.3 3 

From the “Sign of the Indian Queen,” a Philadelphia hotel, 
the Pollocks, of Scotch-Irish descent, migrated to Carlisle, 


Pennsylvania, known as the capital of the Scotch-Irish settle- 
ments. Here one of the Pollock brothers erected and operated 
a grist-mill near Silver Spring, while another acquired a tay- 
ern and became a large land-owner in Cumberland County.4 


? Charles Pollock to Oliver Pollock, January 10, 1767. Letters and 
Papers of Oliver Pollock, Library of Congress. The letter was written 
from Donagheady, Ireland. This village is a few miles from London- 
derry. 

* The Irish famine of 1740 and 1741 accelerated the migrations and 
it is said that for a number of years the Protestant immigrants from 
Ulster, alone, numbered 12,000 annually. It has been estimated that 
200,000 immigrants came from Ireland to the British colonies and the 
West Indies during the last fifty years of the eighteenth century. 
Charles A. Hanna, The Scotch-Irish or the Scot in North Britain, North 
Ireland and North America, Il, 194. 

*'The Spring, originally known as Silvers’s Spring, was named after 
James Silvers who came into the valley in 1730 and took out a land- 
warrant for a tract of 500 acres. In later years, by common usage, the 
name of the Spring and the township became “Silver Spring.” The 
Spring is one of the most beautiful in the Cumberland Valley. 
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That such a career made no appeal to the adventurous spirit of 
young Oliver is evident for after two years he returned to 
Philadelphia where he secured a vessel and crew and per- 
suaded a group of merchants to entrust a cargo to him. Sailing 
to the West Indies, as many American traders were then wont 
to do, he began trading from port to port with headquarters at 
Havana. One of his earliest commissions reads: ‘You have 
herewith Inclosed Invoice and Bill of lading for Sundreys 


amounting to One Hundred and twenty-four Pounds two 


shill[ings] and sixpence which we desire you may dispose of at 
whatever Port you meet the best Market and as soon as an op- 
portunity serves. We desire you may send us a Remittance in 
Dollars or Johanna’s. If molasses can be had at 12 pence per 
gallon would recommend to you to ship us eight hogsheads and 
some for yourself.” 5 The following commission was of the 
same date: ‘Enclosed you have Invoice and bill of lading for 
38 barrels light flour and 16 barrels shipbread which desire 
you may sell to the best advantage in your Power, at any island 
you may choose to sell at and remit the proceeds in good mo- 
lasses if to be had at from 12 d to 14d pr. same bottom or first 
oppertunity of which shall expect to be advised in Due Time 
as to make Proper Insurance on. If none of the above Artikles 
to be had Remit in Dollars or Gold as may be most for Advan- 


. tage of our Markitt advise as per above.” In addition to mo- 


lasses, he brought to the Philadelphia and New York markets, 
tea, coffee, spices, and sugar. Flour, rum, lumber and indigo 


_ were among the articles listed as suitable for Cuba and Santo 


Domingo. 


- His success in disposing of such consigments soon enabled 


him to secure other vessels and to become an independent 
trader and merchant attached to an “eminent house” in 
Havana. In this manner, for five years, he continued to ex- 


_pand his resources. He became proficient, also, in the use 


of Spanish. As he wrote: “In about eighteen months of 


_ assiduous study, with the constant practice of mercantile 


transactions I became master of it so as to do all my business 


id Philadelphia, October 27, 1767. Pollock Letters. 
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without an interpreter.” This acquisition was to constitute 
an important factor in his career, for within a decade he was 
to become the unofficial and then the official agent of the 
United States in dealing with the most influential representa- 
tives of Spain residing at New Orleans.* 

While still at Havana, he succeeded in gaining the con- 
fidence, among others, of Alejandro O’Reilly, Irish soldier 
of fortune, who having saved the life of King Charles III 
during a Madrid insurrection, had been rewarded with the 
title of count.’ Because of distinguished service in the Spanish 
Army, he had been promoted to the rank of major general 
and second in command at Havana.* He was regarded as 
Spain’s leading general and as a man of excellent ability, 
possessed of great knowledge of men as well as of things. 

After removing to New Orleans in 1768, center of his later 
trading ventures, Pollock married Margaret O’Brien. Her an- 
cestors were of the well-known Irish families of Clare and Ken- 
nedy of Ormond. 

New Orleans then offered unusual opportunities for trade 
with Havana and other ports on the Atlantic seaboard. It was 
the chief market, also, for products from the Illinois country. 
Pollock was prepared to profit to.the full from these conditions 
and his vessels were to be seen, at times, in English, French, and 
Spanish Continental ports. Moreover, his good fortune was 
advanced beyond that of any other trader because of the fol- 
lowing incident. 

On August 17, 1769, General O’Reilly with twenty-four ves- 
sels, carrying 2,600 picked and well-armed troops, arrived at 


New Orleans. He demanded the surrender of the town in con- 


6 James Wilkinson, Memoirs of my Own Time, II, Appendix 1. It 
may be assumed that he became familiar with French also, since this 
was the language of most of the inhabitants of Louisiana. 

* Pollock was introduced to Count O’Reilly by his good friend Father 
Butler, President of the Jesuit College. Ibid. . 

8 For an excellent account of O’Reilly and his influence, consult John 
Walton Caughey, Bernardo De Galvez in Louisiana, 1776-1783 (Uni- 
versity of California Press, 1934). 

® The language of John Jay who met him later in Spain. Justin Win- 
sor, Westward Movement, p. 37. 
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formity with the treaty of cession made with France whereby 
Louisiana was to become a Spanish possession.1° 

Spain, seemingly indifferent, had made no effort, until 1766, 
to take formal possession of this colony.1! Opposition to the 


first Spanish governor, Don Juan Antonio de Ulloa, a well- 


known scientist, traveler, and naval officer, but ruler in name 
only, was continuous on the part of French leaders. He took 
little interest in the performance of his official duties. More- 
over, French colonists could not believe that the cession of 
Louisiana to Spain had really been consummated. They were 
humiliated by the thought that without their consent they 
had been bartered to the Spanish king. “As colonists, as 
property owners, as members of a civilized society, they were 
agitated by all the apprehensions consequent upon a change 
of laws, manners, customs, habits, and government.” #? With a 
guard of only ninety men, Ulloa was helpless in quelling an 


10 November 3, 1762, the preliminaries of a treaty between France 
and Great Britain were agreed upon. Early the following year, ratifica- 


tions of the definitive treaty were exchanged. France ceded to Great 


Britain all of her possessions east of the Mississippi River with the 
exception of the town of New Orleans and the island upon which it 
stood. She retained, also, certain small islands on the Canadian coast. 
Spain ceded Florida to Great Britain. By separate agreement, Spain 
received Louisiana from France. The generally accepted view of this 
transaction has been that Spain was given Louisiana as compensation 
for the loss of Florida. Interpretation of new evidence has shown that 
the cession was, in fact, a bribe proffered by France in order to win the 
consent of Spain to “an immediate signing of preliminaries of a peace 


that promised all that France could hope for under the circumstances.” 


Arthur S. Aiton, “The Diplomacy of the Louisiana Cession,” American 


Historical Review (1931), XXXVI 701-720. Consult also William R. 
_ Shepherd, “The Cession of Louisiana to Spain,” Political Science Quar- 
tery (1904), XIX, 439-458. 


11 Throughout the years of French rule, Louisiana had been a bur- 


__ den on her treasury. In the last years, the subsidy amounted annually 


to between 800,000 and 900,000 livres. Charles Gayarré, History of Lou- 
tstana (New Orleans, 1903), II, 73, 78, 82. Reluctance, on the part of 


Spain, to take possession of the French gift, was largely due to a knowl- 


edge of the great burden which would be imposed on the Spanish 
treasury. On the other hand, it was recognized by Spanish officials that 


Louisiana would constitute a barrier against the advance of the English. 
22 Ibid., 113. 
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insurrection which became general among the rank and file 
of the French. So desperate was the situation that hundreds 
of persons under well-known leaders from the town and 
country, assembled in the public square at a time appointed, 
shouting, “Vive le Roi de France.” Within three days, follow- 
ing the demand of the Superior Council, Ulloa with his 
family was forced to seek refuge on board a Spanish frigate 
which sailed for Havana, November 1, 1768.18 

But insurgent opposition vanished overnight with the com- 
ing of O'Reilly as Governor and Captain General of Loui- 
siana. Great display marked the formal surrender. The scene 
has been described as follows: “He was received with all the 
honors due to a captain-general, drums beating, banners 
waving, and all sorts of musical instruments straining their 
brazen throats and by their wild and soul-stirring sounds 
causing the heart to leap and the blood to run electrically 
through the hot veins. He was preceded by splendidly accou- 
tered men, who bore heavy silver maces; and the whole of his 
retinue, which was of the most imposing character was well 
calculated to strike the imagination of the people. The French 
flag being lowered and the Spanish flying on top of the mast, 
O'Reilly, attended by Aubry, former French governor, and 
followed by the officers of both nations perambulated the 
square, in token of his being in possession of the colony. His 
suite then followed him to the cathedral where a solemn Te 
Deum was chanted.” ** But accepting the account of a careful 
observer who visited New Orleans in 1767, the gorgeous 
colors of the scene are somewhat dimmed. “The Church,” 
he states, “dedicated to St. Louis had, because of its ruinous 
condition, not been used as a place of worship since 1766. 
One of the King’s store-houses was used for that purpose,” #® 
_ General O’Reilly quickly realized that to capture, with an 
overwhelming military force, a town of two thousand white 


18 For an account of the uprising, see Ibid. 

14 Ibid., 297. 

*® Captain Philip Pittman, The Present State of the European Settle- 
ments on the Mississippi, ed. F. H. Hodder (Cleveland, 1906), p. 42. 
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inhabitants and half as many slaves was a far simpler task than 
it was to supply his troops with necessary provisions.*® ‘The 
colony was threatened with famine. Flour quickly rose to $30 
a barrel and was obtained with difficulty at that price. Here 
was Pollock’s opportunity. He had recently arrived on board 
his ship, the Royal Charlotte, with a cargo of flour from | 
Baltimore. The market was under his control but he tendered 
the flour to the general on the latter’s own terms. Fifteen 
dollars a barrel were finally paid for the flour but for this 
mark of generosity Pollock was eranted freedom of trade in 
Louisiana. “And I did,” he wrote, “enjoy that privilege so 
long as I staid in the country.” ** 

- At this time, other British traders in New Orleans were 
complaining bitterly of the restrictive system inaugurated by 
Spain which prohibited the mooring of their ships on shore 
and forbade British officets and sailors from setting foot on 
Spanish soil. How was such a trade handicap to be overcome? 
For years, British officers gave attention to the problem of a 
secure communication between West Florida and the Missis- 
sippi. “From authentick accounts of the Lands upon the 
Mississippi,” one of them writes, “it can’t be doubted that 
they are rich and fertile, and would yield Rice and Indigo; 


and this is such a temptation, that People are anxious at all 


hazards to make settlements upon them; But unless some 


better communication is discovered with British Territorys, 


there is little appearance that Establishments there would be 
of much advantage to Great Britain. A strange Situation for 
British Settlers to be obliged to pass Foreign Garrisons with 


__ the Produce of their Plantations or else dispose of it to For- 
=cigners.” 28 


16 According to a census made by O'Reilly, 1769, New Orleans con- 


- tained a population of 3,190. Alcée Fortier, History of Louisiana (New 


York, 1904), II, 9. 
*7 James Wilkinson, op. cit., IL, Appendix 1. 
18 Lieutenant General Gage to the Earl of Hillsborough, July 1, 1772. 


From The Correspondence of General Thomas Gage, ed. Clarence E. 


Carter (by permission of the Yale University Press, 1931), L 330. 
To open communication between West Florida and the Mississippi, 
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about it. I remember that his Excelly the Governor told me I 
could get what I wanted from Mr. Pollock.” 

His money gone, Clark began drawing drafts upon the 
Treasurer of Virginia and upon Pollock. The second method 
proved acceptable to Vigo, Cerré, and all the other merchants 
and traders. 

At the outset, such bills were received and paid at their face 
value, in silver, by Pollock. In his first communication, a letter 
of July 18th, Clark writes: “I have succeeded agreeable to my 
wishes and am necessitated to draw bills on the state and have 
reason to believe they will be accepted by you, the answering 
of which will be acknowledged by his Excelly, the Governor 
of Virginia.”’ 1 

Pollock had been instructed by the Commercial Committee 
of Congress, also, to give all possible assistance to the expedi- 
tion under Clark, to purchase goods on the best terms, to 
charter vessels, employ crews, or issue commissions to trust- 
worthy persons for privateering. 

Never does Clark fail to accord Pollock full credit for the 
aid furnished, whereby he was enabled to hold the Illinois 
country. From General Hand at Pittsburgh, as we have seen, ~ 
he had received his first supply of ammunition which had been 
forwarded by Pollock. 

Among Clark’s first accounts, we find a draft for $285 drawn 
on Pollock to provide horses and to cover the other expenses 
of Father Gibault and Dr. Jean Laffont on their notable jour- 
ney to Vincennes, where the priest had many friends. During 
the preceding ten years, he had been in charge of the church in 
that village in addition to serving parishes at Kaskaskia and 
Cahokia. 

Learning that Clark was planning to capture Vincennes, 
the priest sought permission to win the support of the in- 
habitants in a peaceable way. While, as he expressed it, having 
nothing to do with temporal affairs, he assured Clark “that he 


15 Clark Papers, p. 55. The first bill was drawn on Pollock in favor 


‘of M. Prate for $208. It is endorsed, “accepted by O. Pollock, Agt., Jan- 


uary 2, 1779. “Clark MSS.,” Va. State Archives, Aud. 44. 
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would give them such hints in the spiritual way that would be 
very conducive to the business.” Accompanied by Dr. Laf- 
font, he set out upon this mission on July 14. They took 
with them an address prepared by Clark for the French at 
Vincennes, and numerous letters from their friends in Kas- 
kaskia, which assisted materially in gaining their favor. Every 
effort was to be made to disabuse them of any fears they might 
have of the conquerors of the Ilinois posts. Becoming citizens 
of the States meant, they were assured, protection for their 
persons and property and greatly extended commercial priv- 
ileges. On the other hand, by refusing the offer, they would be 
forced to withstand the miseries of a war.1° 

The mission was completely successful. Early in August, 
they returned bringing the news that the American flag was 
floating over the Vincennes post. The additional expense of 
the expedition was met through further orders drawn on Pol- 
lock, amounting to $1,260. 

Captain Leonard Helm was then sent to take command of 
the militia at Vincennes. Fort Sackville, which dominated the 
town, was a well-built wooden fort inclosing three acres of 
ground located on the bank of the Wabash River. The four 
bastions, each surmounted by three guns, were built of solid 
logs and stood twelve feet above the level of the fort walls 
which were eleven feet in height.27 

Clark had succeeded in occupying Kaskaskia and Cahokia 
and was in control at Vincennes, but could he, removed as he 
was from any base of supplies, maintain control over this ter- 
ritory? His fund of Continental currency was quickly ex- 
hausted. During the summer of 1778, he continued to draw 
drafts in rapid succession on Pollock for “furnitures” supplied 
by traders and merchants, By the end of November, these 
orders amounted to $18,000. . 

We find among his earliest disbursements: $2 37 to ten men 
for bringing the boats from Wheeling to Redstone; $216 for 
linen to be used as boat covers; $1,351 for 12,189 pounds of 

18 Ibid., p. 54. 

** Clark MSS. (Indiana State Library, Indianapolis). 
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flour in barrels; $237 for ten beeves; $30 for a boat anchor; $6 
for a treat to Capt. Helm’s Company; $10 for four pair hand- 
cuffs; and $57 for hospital supplies. 

Bread, flour, salt, meat, and drink were entered in his ac- 
counts as necessaries. Their meat supply came through hunt- 
ing deer, buffalo, elk, and wild hogs. Salt was difficult to ob- 
tain and references are numerous of the loss of the winter's 
hunt because of the lack of salt. Liquors such as whiskey, rum, 
and taffia were required as a necessary part of the rations. Fre- 
quently they were used also in exchange for provisions. At 
best, the supply of liquors was limited. “I am under the neces- 
sity of putting a stop to the men’s Rations of Liquor,” an of- 
ficer writes, “in order to purchase provisions. Please send us a 
little paper by the first opportunity as we can hardly carry on 
business for [lack of] that article.” 

Boats must be constructed and log houses built; suitable 
clothing was lacking and at times, like Washington's followers 
at Valley Forge, Clark’s troops were barefoot and almost 
naked. “We shall use all our endeavors to furnish your men 
with necessary clothing,’ Clark was advised by Governor 
Henry, “but long experience renders it proper to warn you 
that our Supplies will be precarious. You cannot therefore be 
too attentive to the providing them in your own Quarter as 
far as Skins will enable you to do it. . . . The less you de- 
pend for supplies from this Quarter the less will you be disap- 
pointed by those impediments distance and a precarious 
foreign commerce throw in the way.” Necessities for campaign- 
ing, in addition to food and clothing, included cannon, swiv- 
els, rifles, pistols, powder, lead and flints, knives and kettles. 
Numerous ledger entries show that small amounts of powder 
were obtained from the French villagers for $2.00 a pound and 
lead for $.50 a pound. The same account shows that bacon cost 
$.50 and flour $.11 a pound and that taffia was $6.00 a gallon. 
‘A day’s wage for an armourer, and also for a carpenter, was 
$1.60. 

That Clark provided for a well-organized commissary de- 
partment becomes evident, as we read the many pages of his 
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accounts with Virginia, including: the contracts drawn for 
supplies; the receipts for moneys disbursed; the orders on 
quarter-masters by officers, and the hundreds of vouchers, 
many of them for articles of even the smallest value. 

Among such routine documents are found: “‘Let this man 
Have 4 lb. of pork for the people that are going down the 
River to Traverse the Horses’; “Issue to that Squaw that Fur- 
nished our men with Provisions, one Bushel of Corn and five 
Pounds of Pork’’; ‘Please to issue for the use of the Kaskaskias 
Indians 40 weight of flour’; “The Commissary of Issues is 
amediately ordered to prepair one Thousand Rations to have 
them Ready to Imbark by 12 o’clock”’; “Furnish Mr. Edward 
Murray with five gallons whiskey he having agreed to accept 


_that Quantity in full for his pay as Express from this place”; 


“As there is a Party of militia going after a Party of Indians as 
have done mischief you will be pleased for to let me have one 
Pound of Powder and two Pound of Lead we haveing not a 
Sufficient quantity for to Persew them.” : 

‘To meet such demands, orders on Pollock were drawn in 
favor of Cerré for $619, another for $2,000 and a third for 
$1,273; in favor of A. Chouteau for $2,100; of Laffont for 
$1,000 and in favor of a score of other well-known villagers, 
for various sums. From the first, the Charleville brothers, 
three in number, had codperated to the full with Clark. The 
first draft on Pollock received by Charles Charleville was for 
$200. This was soon followed by a second for ten times that 
sum. Even before Clark’s arrival, this family, together with the 
Lachances and the Janises, were of the group who favored the 
American cause.* All were traders whose boats plied between 
the Illinois country and New Orleans.: 

Men prominent at Vincennes, after the visit of Gibault, 
were ready, also, to furnish supplies for Clark’s use, receiving, 
in exchange, orders on Pollock. Francis Bosseron had assisted 
his father in establishing the most successful trading company 


*8For an excellent summary of the supplies needed by Clark, see 
James G. Randall, “George Rogers Clark’s Service of Supply,” Miss. 
Valley Hist. Rev., VIII, 256-263. 
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in this village. At twenty-six years of age, upon the death of his 
father, Francis came into full ownership of the business. So 
favorably known was the company that their drafts were 
honored from Montreal and Detroit to Virginia and New Or- 
leans. It seems evident that no persuasion was necessary in 
winning the allegiance of Bosseron, who was the mayor of the 
town, to the American cause. © 

Returning to Kaskaskia, Gibault reported that Bosseron 
had been elected captain of the militia and commander of the 
fort, and to him was awarded the first commission issued by 
Clark in the West. Later, he was made a major. Very early, he 
was called on to furnish supplies for the Americans, receiving, 
in exchange, a draft on Pollock.*® J. M. P. Legras, another well- 
known trader, followed the lead of Bosseron, and thus Vin- 
cennes was won. The following order, in the usual form, 
proved acceptable to Legras: 


KAsKASKIAS 2"¢ Feb¥. 1779 
$1752 


SIR 
At Thirty Days sight of this my first of Exchange, second of 
same tenor and date not paid Pay to Mr. Legras or to his Order 
the Sum of One Thousand Seven Hundred and fifty two Dollars 
for sundry furnitures to the State of Virginia and Charge as pr. 


Sir 
Your very obdt. Se'¥t, 
G. R. CLARK 
To OLLIVER POLLOCK 
Esq'. 
NEw ORLEANS . 

Early in August, 1778, the first of Clark’s drafts, with an ac- 
companying letter, had been received by Pollock. Forwarding 
the letter to the Commercial Committee, Pollock writes: 
“You'll see he is in possession of the Illinois and that he has 
drawn bills on me with the expectation of my honoring them 
for the State of Virginia. There is to the amount of 1,000 Dol- 

19 For an interesting account of the career of Major Bosseron and his 
assistance to Clark, see Janet P. Shaw, Indiana Mag. of History, XV, 
PP. 204-241. 


DLLOCK 


s of age, upon the death of his 
vnership of the business. So 
bany that their drafts were 
oit to Virginia and New Or- 
persuasion was necessary in 
bn, who was the mayor of the 


hult reported that Bosseron 
ilitia and commander of the 
e first commission issued by 
ade a major. Very early, he 
or the Americans, receiving, 
. M. P. Legras, another well- 
of Bosseron, and thus Vin- 
order, in the usual form, 


KASKASKIAS 2"4 Feby, 1779 


y first of Exchange, second of 
lo Mr. Legras or to his Order 
undred and fifty two Dollars 
f Virginia and Charge as pr. 


Sir 
Your very obdt. Servt, 
G. R. CLark 


bf Clark’s drafts, with an ac- 
ed by Pollock. Forwarding 
ommittee, Pollock writes: 
he Illinois and that he has 
ation of my honoring them 
o the amount of 1,000 Dol- 


reer of Major Bosseron and his 
ndiana Mag. of History, XXV, 


POLLOCK SUPPORTS CLARK 145 


Jars already come to hand which I have accepted payable in 
January next, and if any more are presented I shall accept 
them payable at the same time as I hope before that you'll have 
it in your power to furnish me with sufficient funds to wipe off 
the whole.” 

He was already obligated to pay $42,500 on the same date, 


because of indebtedness accrued on behalf of the general gov- 


ernment. His responsibility, at that time, included, also, the 
$74,087 secured from Governor Galvez with which arms, am- 
munition, and supplies had been furnished the frontier posts 
of Pennsylvania and Virginia. 

Without present resources with which to meet these obliga- 
tions, he assures Clark that “the cause in which we are em- 
barked urges me to strain every nerve, and luckily having a 
number of good Friends have hitherto enabled me to serve 
my Country. In consequence of this I have accepted your 
bills.” #° The serious situation with which he was then con- 
fronted was enhanced because of the fact that Willing and his 
men still remained at New Orleans and were dependent upon 
him for support. 

The capture of the Illinois posts was interpreted by Pollock 
as a step toward opening communication by the Mississippi, 
securing control of the River posts and possibly Pensacola. In 
this manner, he hoped to be relieved from the burdens he had 
assumed on behalf of the American cause. Of the sums he had 


2 advanced, $14,445 had been invested ina cargo of peltries and 


indigo which he shipped under French colors to F rance. Goods 


‘Suitable to the needs of the Commercial Committee were to 


be taken in exchange. The project proved a total loss for the 
Cargo was seized by an agent of the United States who was sta- 
tioned at Cape St. Francis. As justification it was claimed that 
the government was in his debt and that these goods had been 
shipped by an agent of the United States. “This,” wrote Pol- 
lock, “was my first reward for serving America.” 

The British, fearing an expedition under Clark, began to 
Strengthen their fortifications at Natchez and Manchac. In his 


0 August 18, 1778. Draper MSS., 48] 33. 
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first communication to Clark, a congratulatory message, Pol- 
lock urged the necessity for the capture of these posts before 
war should be declared between Great Britain and Spain. The 
task, he thought, could be readily accomplished by a force of 
three hundred men, for Natchez was defended by only eighty 
men and Manchac by one hundred—“Both posts are poorly 
entrenched and I believe keep themselves in readiness for 
starting on the first alarm or appearance of our troops. But if 
suddenly surprised in the night they may be made prisoners.” 

Clark’s success was gratifying to Pollock in another respect, 
as he now found the opportunity to get rid of Willing and his 
troublesome followers. “I come now to my old grievance,” he 
writes the Commercial Committee, ‘‘since he has excused him- 
self by waiting the arrival of a packet which was on its way 
from the Arcansas supposed to contain letters from you. This 
packet however is now come to hand without any letters from 


you and now as little hope of his setting off as ever. What his 


next pretense for tarrying here will be God knows. But as there 
is a clear passage for him and his party to go up, part by land 
and part by water through the Spanish territories and join 
Colonel Clark, Iam determined to stop all supplies in order to 
get him away.” 

Although he was “deeply indebted in this part of the 
world,” Pollock had assumed orders drawn by Willing 
amounting to 11,967 pistoles—‘for his men while here, which 
tho high and unprovided for I was under the necessity of 
supplying him with, for the Credit of the States in this 
Gov't.” + The ultimatum to Willing states that the sixty men 
of this party, under the leadership of Lieutenant Robert 
George and Richard Harrison, were to march through Spanish 
territory to join Clark.?? The mission upon which these officers 
had come was to procure the goods held for the general goy- 
ernment at New Orleans. ‘These had already been dispatched 


*1 Pollock Letters, October 5, 1748. ; 

22 Judged by his letters to Clark, Willing was the sole promoter of 
this expedition. On September 1, he writes: “Annexed you have a Copy 
of a Letter I wrote by Lieut. Robert George who I sent off to you with 
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by Pollock under protection of the Spanish flag and were 
then at St. Louis awaiting orders from General Hand. 

Willing, himself, was directed to leave for Philadelphia 
within ten days. His face was saved through a commission 
entrusted to him to appear before Congress and acquaint 
them with conditions in New Orleans. Before his leavetak- 
ing, Willing once more tested the generosity of Pollock by 
drawing on him for gig pistoles. The sailing of the sloop 
under Spanish colors upon which Willing embarked was 
made possible through the assumption by Pollock of two 
months’ pay for the quota of officers and sailors. A portion 
of the expense he hoped would be covered by a shipment 
of goods on account of Robert Morris and himself amount- 
ing to 5,500 pistoles. 

Pollock’s relief may be sensed in a communication which 
he forwarded to Clark: ‘This step was taken in order to get 
this party from here which has been living here for a long 
time at a heavy expense and doing no manner of service to 
the States. In consequence I have now dispatched them.” He 
assumed the expense of equipping the party with horses and 
provisions to the amount of 1,000 pistoles. . ; 

Permission for the expedition having been secured from 
Galvez, minute instructions, showing Pollock’s intimate 
knowledge of the route to be followed, were entrusted to the 
leaders. The sensitiveness of Spanish officials, with whom they 
would be brought into contact, was carefully protected. At 
Barataria they were to board an armed schooner which they 
would find awaiting them—“In consequence, I desire you'll 
immediately proceed over to that place and embark after 
which the Captain and pilot on board will directly make sail 
for the Appelansaas and land you there at the most Con- 
venient place, as soon as wind and weather will permit, they 
having the necessary orders and directions for that purpose.” 


my Party consisting of about 60 men and they will either stay with 
you or proceed immediately according as they May receive Instructions 
from Genl. Hand or Congress with the State Goods.” . 
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Here they were to meet a Mr. Bacon, agent of Pollock, 
who was to have twenty-five to thirty horses or mules in 
readiness to carry their baggage and provisions. Two com- 
petent guides were also provided. Upon arrival at the 
Arkansas Post, they were to present to the commandant an 
order from Pollock for provisions or any other necessities. 
These drafts amounted to some $3,500. 

Arriving at the Illinois, Lieutenant George was directed 
to inform Clark “‘of the necessity of opening the Communi- 
cation on this River and taking possession of the Country 
immediately before war should be declared between Great 
Britain and Spain by which the latter will save us that Trou- 
ble and in consequence we will lose a valuable conquest 
which might now be easily obtained.” 2 

Bills drawn on Pollock amounting to $8,500, for aid given 
Clark, had now reached New Orleans. “You'll find I am in 
great distress with respect to the payment of those bills,” he 
writes Clark. “Notwithstanding this I have accepted all your 
bills in full expectation of the States supplying me with funds 
by the latter end of this year, a disappointment in which will 
effectually ruin me, and in consequence of which I hope 
you'll urge the State of Virginia, which seems to be the most 
convenient, to be speedy in forwarding down flour here to 
pay for those bills and lodge funds here for any future de- 
mands they may have for goods.” But the wish | was wholly 
vain. 

Notwithstanding his uncertain future, 5,000 pounds of 
powder were at once dispatched to Clark and during Septem- 
ber, 1778, supplies and 2,000 pounds of powder, valued at 
$7,200 were likewise sent by him for the use of the Illinois 
troops. As soon as men could be gotten to man the boats, an 
additional supply was to follow. Without “hard” dollars, im- 
porters refused to dispose of their goods, but Clark’s neces- 
sities were to be met, in part, by supplies already purchased 
by Pollock. “Open the communication and commence your 
flour trade,” he implores the Committee, “and then I will 
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prevented. Provisions and timber which they were procur- 
ing from the Mississippi would likewise be cut off. 

Galvez consented, also, to advocate the construction of a 
fort at the mouth of the Ohio—“I consider the establishment 
of this fort very useful for facilitating the navigation of the 
Mississippi River. It will always be of use in restraining the 
Indian allies of the English who without that aid would 
more readily dare to molest those traveling from one part to 
the other.” 2 | 


Pollock now appealed to Congress for an expedition against 


Pensacola, which had been devastated by a hurricane, “driv-_ 


ing the vessels on shore which were lying at anchor in the 
harbor and oversetting their fortifications and houses.” “In 
my opinion,” he adds, “‘the free navigation of this river for 
many reasons is much wanted for the general good of the 
cause and may just now be very easily accomplished.” 

Demands on the part of creditors were insistent, but at no 
time does he acknowledge defeat. An additional financial 
burden of 4,349 pistoles was assumed in fitting out a vessel 
for the use of the general government. This action was due 
to information furnished him that the Committee was lack- 
ing vessels and West India products.* His plan included load- 
ing the ship with sugar cases which might be sold at a hand- 
some profit in Havana and taking on taffia, sugar, and salt for 
Philadelphia. Additional cargo shipped from New Orleans 
included a supply of indigo valued at 1,378 pistoles. Instruc- 
tions to the captain included drawing on Pollock for any 
sum necessary for the loading of the boat at Havana. 

By the middle of December, 1778, he had advanced 8,500 
pistoles, also, for fitting out the ship Morris. For the quota 
of officers and crew, numbering one hundred and fifty, he 
likewise became responsible, and, in meeting these obliga- 
tions, he was forced to dispose of some of his plantation slaves 
at a discount. 


? October 19, 1778. Pollock Letters. 
3 December 15, 1778. Ibid. . 
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CHAPTER XII 


CONTROL OF THE LOWER MISSISSIPPI 


RITISH leaders, from the opening of the Revolution, 
were aware of the attitude of Spain toward the colonial 
cause, but they waited for some overt act. “Though I have no 
doubt this minute of the existence of a Spanish as well as a 
French war,” Hamilton wrote while in possession of Vin- 
cennes, “‘yet I have as yet, no accounts by which I may venture 
to act on the offensive against the subjects of Spain, which I 
ardently desire, as there would be so little difficulty in pushing 
them entirely out of the Mississippi.” Three weeks later, he 
wrote Galvez protesting against the sale of gunpowder to the 
Rebels and orders were to be enforced for intercepting, at 
Natchez, all supplies for Americans which might be sent up 
the River from New Orleans.1 
The prize ultimately sought by Spain was not the trade of 
the Mississippi alone, so generously proffered by Governor 
Henry, but the possession of the entire valley. Pollock was fully 
aware of this attitude. Over and again he appealed to the Com- 
mittee of Congress, to Patrick Henry and to George Rogers 
Clark for an expedition against the British possessions on the 
Mississippi and the Gulf of Mexico. Had his advice been 
heeded, there need not have followed those years of diplomatic 
controversy between Spain and the United States relating to 
the free navigation of the Mississippi River and the possession 
of West Florida. 
Engaged in fitting out in warlike manner the prize ship 
Morris, so named in honor of his friend Robert Morris, a ves- 
sel of which he was justly proud, Pollock writes: 


1 Canadian Archives (1882), p. 26. 
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She will mount 16 six pounders upon one deck, 2 Bow and 
2 stern chasers, 8 four pounders upon her quarter deck with 
swivels etc. She sails well and I expect to have her completely 
fitted out with about one hundred and fifty men on board in about 
two months ready for sea by which’time I expect your orders with 
respect to her destination or cruize from this place. But my present 
view is to keep her in readiness to take Sylph sloop of war which 
is now about twenty leagues above this town on her way to 
Manchac at which place I am informed she is to stay to protect 
them. This will be absolutely necessary to have done in order to 
keep the navigation of this River clear particularly if you have 
a demand for more goods up this River and should make the 
expedition against it and Pensacola, she may become a valuable 
acquisition.? 


ado or neato Seer nese: Pane ; raneae peter en = Seeeleemranamssgeeee saeigtet omits i 
» a whe. ‘ sateen 


Saar nitaterscni nc cant res 


He urged the Committee to send an expedition against 
Natchez, defended at that time by a force of g00 men, and 
against Manchac, having only one half that number. From 800 
to 1,000 men, including Indians, constituted the British 
defense. One thousand Americans would be adequate, he 
thought, to clear the River of the enemy, and with 3,000, Pen- 
sacola could be captured—‘‘But Pensacola is the principal ob- 
ject and if you should determine on this, lose no time in ac- 
quainting me that I may have everything wanted ready for 
that Purpose. I shall have letters lodged for the Commanding 
Officer at the Arcansas acquainting him with every particular 
for his Government.” 

Clark’s expedition against the Illinois posts was interpreted 
by Pollock as a stage toward the conquests to be made on the 
lower Mississippi. Indeed, rumors were current that three 
hundred men were descending the River for an attack on 
Natchez. With Manchac also in the possession of the Ameri- 
cans, Pollock would be free to continue supplying goods for 
Clark’s use. 

“I hope,” he writes Clark, ‘“‘on or before the arrival of this 
Party you'll have it in your Power to open the communication 
on the Mississippi to this place. . . . Should this or the Ex- 
pedition against Pensacola take place I hope you'll give me the 
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mittee, the largest pertained to three invoices of goods which 
were shipped for the account of the United States but were 
used by Clark in the Illinois country. William Murray had 
been sent from New Orleans by Pollock with special dis- 
patches to Congress. But since he did not come on a specific 
order from Congress, there was no disposition to include his 
expenses as a legitimate claim on the government. In order 
to support the honor of the United States, Pollock held $11,- 
133 in Continental money for which he had advanced specie. 
This sum, together with a charge of $5,000 covering his ex- 
penses as Continental agent, were to be passed upon by Con- 
gress. 

Another item submitted to the committee grew out of the 
sale of Pollock’s property at New Orleans to the amount of 
$45,000. Upon this claim, the report states: “The Committee 
can only remark that it appears clearly that the said Pollock 
was a man of considerable property in the Country where he 
resided and that the United States are largely indebted to 
him. They have reason to believe (from information) that he 
has been under the necessity of selling his property. If Con- 
gress shall be of opinion that he is intitled to this compensa- 
tion they will so direct.” 

Moreover, no part of the $74,087, the loan made by Galvez 
during the year 1778, had been paid. Pollock was now urging 
that responsibility for this obligation should no longer be his. 

The committee proclaimed his “zeal and his sufferings” 
which entitled him to the favorable consideration of Congress 
and stated “that a considerable payment ought to be made to 
him as soon as the situation of the public finances will per- 
mit.” Without means for resuming trade, and with the bare 
necessities of life for his family contributed by friends, Pol- 
lock gained little hope from the resolutions, often repeated, 
on the service he had rendered. 

At this crisis in his affairs, he was induced to accept the 
office of commercial agent for the United States at Havana, 
succeeding Robert Smith, recently deceased. This appoint- 
ment was more pleasing to him for he would be in position to 
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cooperate with his friend Galvez, who had been appointed 
Governor-General of Cuba.1 

His twenty years of intimate association with Spanish offi. 
cials admirably fitted Pollock to undertake the duties of an 
office which promised great possibilities for the promotion 
of American commerce. “Confidence in your ability and 
training,” his credentials state, “we appoint you as our agent 
of commerce during our pleasure in the City and Port of 
Havana, to manage what occasions the interests of Congress 
and to assist the American merchants with your counsel and- 
solicit their business with the Spanish Government and gov- 
erning yourself to conform with the orders which you will 
receive from time to time from the United States in Congress 
assembled.” 18 ye 


*? His official title was Don Bernardo de Galvez, Knight of the Royal 
and distinguished order of Charles III, Commander of Bolanos in the 
order of Calatravo, Lieutenant General of the Royal Armies, Inspector — 
General of the troops in America, Governor and Captain General of 
the Provinces of Louisiana and the two Floridas, and also Governor 
and Captain General protempore of the Island of Cuba and city of 
St. Christoval de la Havanno, Judge Protector of his Majesty’s tobacco 
revenue, of the packets and Couriers of the Royal Company, etc., etc. 
In recognition of the services rendered the United States by Galvez, 
Pollock had secured a portrait of him which he presented to Congress. 
The acceptance included the provision that it should be placed in the 
hall in which Congress met. ‘ 

*8 His appointment bore the date, June 2, 1783. Pollock Letters. 
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One of these early orders reads: “Inclosed you have Invoice and 
Bill of Loading, [sic] for 10 Baralls of Flouar amounting to £20— 
g—10.” * This form was also used: “You have herewith Inclosed 
Invoice & Bill of lading for Sundreys amounting to One Hundred 
& Twenty four Pounds two Shill. & Sixpence which we desire you 
may dispose of at whatever Port you meet the best Market & as 
Soon as an oppty serves we desire you may send us a Remittance 
in Dollars or Johanna’s.” > Early in 1775, we find the abbrevia- 
tions Dollrs, Dolls. drs, and ds commonly used by Pollock and by 
his correspondents on the lower Mississippi. “I shou’d be very 
glad you wou’d let Mr. James Rumsey have on my acc.t,” one of 
them wrote, “four Hundred dollrs. in negroes and I will pay you 
next Fall in Cash or Peltries.” * In the statement regarding a land 
purchase, is found: “This Tract of 1000 Acres Capt Barbut pro- 
poses to Sell for 1000 Doll's. ready Money or rather than not dis- 
pose of it for 500 Dolls. Cash, & the remaining 500 Doll’. in Six 
Months.” 7 

In the first formal statement of an account rendered on behalf 
of Pollock, January 9, 1775, is to be seen the use of ps, Figure 1 
(page 358).® Thereafter, the symbol ps is commonly used in other 
accounts. It was made by a continuous motion of the pen, as in 
p with the s above. 

In the next, Figure 2, is to be seen the same method of forma- 
tion ending with the s being brought down on the p as in the 
mark preceding 165 of the first line. In the second line, preceding 
252 there is the same formation as in Figure 1 (page 358), with the 
initial up stroke of the p appearing.® 

By April 1, 1778, Pollock had adopted the use of the mark for 
the dollar which varies only slightly from the one now current. It 
is of significance to note that this, Figure 3 (page 358), appears in a 
bill rendered by Pollock for a consignment of merchandise, the 
value of which amounted to $1347. These goods were shipped to 
the Committee of Congress. The members of this committee were 
Robert Morris, William Smith, and Henry Laurens. If, as Pro- 
fessor Cajori declares, Robert Morris was the first “high official 

# Philadelphia, July 3, 1767. Benjamin Harbeson to Oliver Polaoch [sic], 
Pollock Letters. 

5 Philadelphia, October 27, 1767. Wills C. Jackson to Mr. Ollr. Pollock. Ibid. 

6 Natchez, February 16, 1775. Isaac Johnson to Oliver Pollock. Ibid. 

7 February 17, 1775. Ibid. 

8 The bill was evidently drawn as directed by Pollock. 

® October 8, 1776. Oliver Pollock, debtor to John Jennings. Throughout the 


year 1777, there are numerous letters available from Pollock’s correspondents 
in Manchac which show the transition from ps to $. Letter Book of John Fitz- 


patrick, 1768-1790, MSS. New York Public Library. 
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of the United States Government” to use the dollar mark, it seems 
probable that he was induced to do so because of Pollock’s in- 
fluence. : 

This discussion has sought to emphasize the view that the $ mark 
was derived from the abbreviation ps for pesos and that Oliver 
Pollock in his correspondence and business forms contributed 
more than any other person of that period towards bringing this 
symbol into general usage. ‘The dollar was adopted as the money 
unit by the Continental Congress in 1785. Its weight was modeled 
after that of the Spanish dollar then in circulation. The report 
of the Committee of Congress stated: ““The most convenient Value 
of the Money Unit is a question not easily determined considering 
that most of the citizens of the U. S. are accustomed to count in 


Pounds, Shillings, and Pence; and that those sums are of different 


Values in the different States, hence they convey no distinct ideas. 
The money of the U. S. should be equally fitted to all.” 1° On 
July 6, 1785, Congress took up the report of this Committee 
‘and the resolution: “That the money unit of the U. S. of America 
be one dollar,” was passed unanimously.1 The first United States 
dollars were coined in 1794. The dollar mark, $, first appeared in 
printed form in 1797.” 


10 Jour. of the Cont. Cong., XXVIII, p. 355- 

11 Ibid., XXIX, p. 500. 

12 Report of the Commissioner of Education, 1897-98, I, p. 812. The first use 
by Pollock of the mark $ where the single stroke is used, I found in the body 
of a letter from Pollock to George Rogers Clark, dated August 29, 1778 
[$8550.4]. Dollars and ps are used interchangeably in this letter. 
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Decreto de 31 Marco de 1911 


Al do Banco 


Decreto provendo o cargo de Governador Ge 
de Portugal. 


Attendendo aos merecimentos ¢ Anais Ree 
concorrem na pessoa de Innocencio Amacho eee oe 
tario Geral do Ministerio das Fiyangas e Director / = 3 
Fazenda Publica: Hei por bem ngfneal-o para 0 logar de x0 x 
nador Geral do Banco de Porfagal, vago pela ae mae 
José Adolpho de Mello e Sofsa, decretada em 21 de Ou 


de 1910. 


Pacos do Governofla Republica, em 31 de Mar¢o de 1911. 
__O Ministro das Finghgas, José Relvas. 


No Diario éc Governo de 3 de Abril, n.° 76. 


Decreto de 22 de Maio de ro11 


Decreto com f6rga de lei remodelando o systema monetario. 


O nosso actual systema monetario apresenta grandes defei- 
tos, que tornam indispensavel a sua substituigdo. Estes defeitos 
referem-se principalmente 4 unidade monetaria, ao toque das 
moedas de ouro e prata e ao material, peso e dimens6es das 
moedas de 20, 10 e 5 réis. Eo que vamos ver em seguida, indi- 
cando ao mesmo tempo as modificagdes convenientes. 


A nossa unidade monetdria, o real, tem um valor muito 
pequeno, nada parecido com os valores das unidades monetarias 
dos diversos paizes, geralmente iguaes ou superiores a um franco. 
D’esta circumstancia resulta ser necessario empregar um grande 
numero de algarismos para representar na escrita uma quantia, 
mesmo relativamente pouco importante, o que tem o duplo incon- 
veniente, de originar grandes perdas de tempo e induzir os 
estrangeiros em erro, na apreciacgdéo dos valores expressos em 
moeda portugueza. Para remediar este inconveniente propomos 
que se adopte como nova unidade monetaria o escudo de ouro, 
moeda que conterad 0 mesmo peso de ouro fino que a actual 
moeda de 1000 réis em ouro, 4 qual sera portanto inteiramente 
equivalente. O escudo dividir-se-ha em 100 partes iguaes, deno- 
minadas centavos, correspondendo assim um centavo a 10 réis do 
actual systema. 


Como multiplos do escudo, cunhar-se-hdo moedas de eae 
10 escudos, todas de ouro, as quaes equivalerdo evidentemente 
as actuaes moedas de 2, 5 e 10 mil réis; e como sub-multiplos, 
moedas de prata do valor legal de 50, 20 e 10 centavos que cor- 
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responderfo respectivamente as actuics moedas de 500, 200 ¢ 
100 réis, ¢ moedas subsidiarias de bronze-nickel, do valor legal 
de 4, 2, 1 € 0,9 centavos, correspondentes respectivamente a 
antiga moeda de 40 réis, e as actuaes moedas de 20, 10 e 5 réis. 
Além d’estas moedas, cunhar-se-hdo ainda moedas de prata do 
valor legal de um escudo. 

O systema de moedas que acabamos de mencionar reme- 
deia o inconveniente acima apresentado; além d’isto, é manifesto 
que a sua adoptagao nao envolvera quaesquer difficuldades, 
mesmo para as pessoas menos illustradas. N’isto consiste uma 


das suas grandes vantagens. 

As nossas actuaes moedas de ouro ¢ as de prata de 500 ¢ 
rypooo réis teem o toque de 916 2/3 por mil; e as de 50, 100 
e 200 réis o de 835. Hoje quase todos os paizes adoptam o 
toque de goo para as moedas de ouro e para as moedas de prata 
de grandes dimensées, e o de 835 para as restantes moedas de 
prata. A propria Inglaterra adoptou o toque de goo para as 
moedas de ouro do Canada, pela Lei de 4 de Maio de 1910. 
Além d’isto, experiencias diversas, sobretudo as feitas na Casa 
da Moeda de Paris, teem mostrado que as ligas de goo € 835 sao 
superiores 4 de 916 2/3, sob o ponto de vista do desgaste produ- 
zido pela circulag&o, circumstancia esta de grande importancia 
economica. Por esses motivos, fixaremos em goo millesimos o 
toque das moedas de ouro e dos escudos de prata e em 835 mil- 
lesimos o das moedas de 50, 20 e 10 centavos. Apesar de serem 
de toques diversos, a actual moeda de 1000 réis em ouro e O 
escudo de ouro conteem, como dissemos, a mesma quantidade de 
ouro fino, tendo assim logar as correspondencias acima ennun- 
ciadas. Podemos ainda notar que a libra esterlina, cujo curso legal 
se acha auctorizado no nosso paiz, vale no novo systema monce- 
tario 4,5 escudos, ouro, relagéo tambem muito simples ¢ inteira- 
mente equivalente 4 actual relagdo em réis. 

As actuaes moedas de bronze de 20, 10 e 5 réis sao muito 
volumosas e pesadas. Convem, por isso, substitui-las por outras 
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mais pequenas ¢ de outra liga, a semelhanca do que se esta 
fazendo hos diversos paizes. Propomos para isso o em A Xe) ie 
uma liga de bronze e nickel na razao de 75 por cento a: . 
cento respectivamente. Esta liga, muito semelhante a de Lives e 
nickel empregada n’algumas das nossas actuaes moedas de 50 
€ 100 réis, tem bom aspecto, nado se oxyda e resiste bem ao des- 
gaste da circulagao 5 além disto, é economica, porque nos per- 
mitte aproveitar o bronze das actuaes moedas de 20, 10 e 5 Fai 
e o nickel existente na Casa da Moeda. ie ae 


Assentes as bases de reforma monetaria analysemos agora 
0 problema sobre o ponto de vista financeiro. ad 

Baseando-se © nosso systema monetario no principio do 
monometallismo-ouro, em uso na maior parte dos rae mo- 
netarios modernos, e cujas vantagens ndo podem ser postas em 
duvida, sera illimitada e facultada aos particulares a hacen 
das moedas de ouro e limitada e reservada para a Bs d vt 
moedas das outras especics. i 

A importancia das moedas de prata actualmente em cir- 
culagiéo regula por 33.400:000%000 réis, nado incluindo westa 
Wy as moedas dos centenarios da India, Marquez de Pom- 

al e Guerra Peninsular; e as moedas de bronze e cobre- 
nickel em cérca de 3.g00:000%000 réis. A primeira d’estas impor- 
tancias nee exagerada para as necessidades do paiz; o mesmo 
porem, Ja nao acontece com a segunda, sendo Porn fe) ve 
em que a cirulag¢ao media, por habitante, das moedas sestinctal 
€ mais elevada. Por estes motivos, modificamos um pouco seus 
les numeros fixando em 35.000:000%000 réis. e ok, 
reis, respectivamente, os limites da cunhagem e ee das 
novas moedas de prata e bronze-nickel. : ; 

A recunhagem das moedas de ouro niéo da evidentemente 
lucro algum para o Estado, nao havendo, por isso, grande vant 
gem em proceder immediatamente a esta aperdiees. = 
: O mesmo acontece, sensivelmente, com as moedas de 

ronze-nickel. Assim, suppondo que, na recolha da moeda, nao 
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apparecerdo a troca 10 por ccento do respectivo total prelate a 
conta da amoedacio do bronze-nickel é como segue, em numcros 
redondos: 

RECEITA 
Importancia da amoedagao ----++-+++-++++ 3.750:000}p000 


Venda de 758:000 kilogramas de bronze pro- 
venientes da recolha das moedas, a 240 


réis o kilogramma..-.. s+++sereeeeeees 182:000%000 —_ 3.932:0004000 
DESPEZA 
Recolha da moeda de bronze....----++++++> 2.083:0007$000 
Idem da de nickel ....--++++e+seeerere* * 1.403:000}/000 
107:287 kilogrammas de cobre-nickel exis- 
tente na Casa da Moeda, a 400 réis 0 kilo- , 
SPAMS Wines = sis'ee > rn ewer Ree ees 43:000f/0c0 
Compra de 162:000 kilogrammas de nickel, a 
goo réis o kilogramma....-++-+++++++* 146:000f/000 3.675:000}/000 
Sere eile bab cle hele = sale a ale pemne oe 257:000%p000 


ET 


A cunhagem das moedas de bronze-nickel nao da pois 
lucro sensivel, attendendo a que no quadro precedente nao se 
acham incluidas as despezas de amoedag¢ao. 

A recunhagem das moedas de prata, ao contrarlo das de 
ouro e bronze-nickel, dé um lucro importante como mostra 0 


quadro seguinte, onde tambem suppomos que nao appareccra a 
troca 10 por cento do respectivo total circulante : 


RECEITA 
a .000: 00 
Importancia da amoedagd0.--+---++-erereesees eerste 35.000:000¥p0 
DESPEZA 
Recolha da moeda de prata...-----++-+++-- 30.100:000f/000 
Compra de 70:330 kilogrammas de prata a 
17%800 réis o kilogramma -..--+-++++* 1.252:000¥/000 
Idem de 71:572 kilogrammas de cobre, a : 
268 réis o kilogramma.....--++++++++ 1g:000¥p000 —_31.371:0004p000 
WCCO oie oh oa cde Sennen has er ghee Cue eeses 3.629:000%000 


tei 
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No quadro anterior naio contamos com as despezas de 
amoedagao, que sao na verdade muito importantes, pois que, 
faltando na Casa da Moeda os necessarios dados estatisticos, e 
nao tendo ainda os pregos de algumas das machinas que sera 
necessario adquirir, aquellas despezas nao podem ser calculadas 
desde jd com a devida preciséo. E porém de crer que ellas nao 
excedam 400:000%000 réis, além da dota¢gao ordinaria da Casa da 
Moeda, podendo por isso contar-se, na amoedac¢ao da prata, com 
um lucro liquido nao inferior a 3.200:000%000 réis. 

Em vista do que fica dito propomos que se comece a 
reforma monetaria pela amoedagao da prata. 


Nestes termos: 


O Governo Provisorio da Republica Portugueza faz saber 
que em nome da Republica se decretou, para valer como Lei, o 
seguinte : 


Artigo 1.°. Em todo o territorio da Republica, com ex- 


cep¢ao da India, a unidade monetaria é€ o escudo de ouro, que 
contera 0 mesmo pezo de ouro fino que a actual moeda de 
Ipooo réis em ouro. D’esta sorte, a razao de equivalencia do 
actual systema monetario e do novo systema sera de 1000 réis, 
ouro, por um escudo. 

Art. 2.° Serdo cunhadas e emittidas moedas de ouro de 
10, 5, 2 e 1 escudos, cujas equivalencias em réis, diametros, 
pezos, toque e tolerancias constam do quadro seguinte : 


i Tolerancia 
Dia- foque Pezos para o desgaste 
Equiva- me- abaixo 
lencias tros Toque Tole- da tolerancia 
j no actual — legal rancia Tolerancia minima 
Designagao systema  Milli- _ Pezo legal de fabrico do fabrico 
das _ me- Mille- Mille- _ _ — 
moedas Réis tros simos simos Grammas_ Millesimos Millesimos 
10 escudos. 10fp000 30 18,0650 
5S escudos. 5po0oo0 24 he 9,0325 
2 escudos. 2000 19 a —? 3,6130 + 5 
1escudo.. 1%000 15 1,8065 


<a nat ILLIA LINE SS EL EN 
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Estas moedas serao serrilhadas, terao no anverso uma 
composi¢&o0 ou figura symbolica com a legenda «Republica Por- 
tugueza» e a era da cunhagem em algarismos € No reverso © 
escudo nacional e a designacao do valor. 

§ unico. Sera aberto concurso entre os artistas nacionaes 
para os modelos e gravuras das faces d’estas moedas. 

Art. 3.°. A cunhagem e emissdo das moedas de ouro serao 
illimitadas. Os particulares, bancos e quaesquer outras corpora- 
cdes poderdo fazer amoedar na Casa da Moeda quaesquer por- 
cées de ouro, segundo os typos estabelecidos no artigo anterior. 
A Casa da Moeda fixard a tarifa da troca das moedas de ouro 
estrangeiras e barras de ouro por moedas nacionaes, precedendo 
auctorizacao do Governo. 

Art. 4.° Continuar4o a ter curso legal no territorio da Repu- 
blica com os valores de 4,5 e 2,25 escudos, respectivamente, as 
moedas de ouro inglezas, denominadas soberanos e meios sobera- 
nos, do toque de g16 ?/3 e de pezos eguaes a 78,98805 e 38,994.02. 

§ unico. Admittem-se para estas moedas as tolerancias 
indicadas no artigo 2.° para as moedas nacionaes. 

Art. 5.° O escudo dividir-se-ha em cem partes eguaes, 
denominadas centavos, correspondendo assim um centavo a dez 
réis do actual systema monetario. 

Art. 6.°. Serdo cunhadas e emittidas moedas de prata dos 
valores legaes de um escudo, cincoenta, vinte e dez centavos, 
cujas equivalencias em réis, diametro, toque, pezos e tolerancias 
sdo indicadas no quadro seguinte: 


ae Tolerancia 
Dia- loque Pezos para o desgaste 
I quiva- Mes seme ee arte ee ee i abaixo 
lencias tros ‘Toque Tole- da tolerancia 
no actual — legal rancia minima 
Designagio systema  Milli- a“ -— Pezo legal Tolerancia do fabrico 
das — me- Mille- Mille- _ — — 
mocdas Reis ros simos simos Grammas_ Millesimos Millesimos 
oe Z 
1 escudo.. — 1ypo0o 37 goo +5 25,000 3 6 
50 centavos 500 30 12,500 a 
20 centavos 3200 24 835 rs 5,000 a, | 50 
10 centavos yp100 §=— 19 2,500 +7 | 


rf 
} 

i 

ki 
% 

4 
: 
: 
: 
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Estas moedas serao serrilhadas, terao no anverso uma 
composi¢ao ou figura symbolica com a legenda «Republica Por- 
tugueza» e a era da cunhagem em algarismos, ¢ no reverso o 
escudo nacional e a designa¢gdo do valor. 

§ unico. Os modelos e gravuras das faces d’estas moedas 
para que tambem se abrira concurso entre os artistas Gacionees, 
deverdao distinguir-se dos destinados 4s moedas de ouro. 

Art. 7° A cunhagem e emissao das moedas de prata 
exclusivamente reservadas para o Estado, nao poderdao exceder 
as importancias fixadas no quadro seguinte: 


Importancias 


Designagéo das moedas Pilye madd Escudos 
Pr OSCUdON. Ss 3 

Bae ae viah alse louse Stes crete eee cies 5.000:000 5 : 
50 centavos... Ka ah sain 
Te UR een ee 50.000:000 25.000:000 
iaiethe) MMR a See SAM tease eaten ks eileen 15.000:000 3.000:000 

10 Gelataves. i is cw es pits. 
aE oR cia Sice a SA ee a 20.000:000 2.000:000 
Total ey isso ek eae 90.000:000 35.000:000 


Art. 8.° Ninguem podera ser obrigado a receber, em qual- 
quer pagamento, seja qual for a sua importancia e proveniencia 
mais do que dez escudos em moeda de prata. 

Art. g.° Serao cunhadas e emittidas moedas de bronze- 
nickel dos valores legaes de 4, 2, 1 e 0,5 centavos, cujas equiva- 


lencias em reis, diametros, pezos toque e tolerancias sao indicadas 
no quadro seguinte: 


Dia- Toque Pezos 
Equivalen- —me- ie Paes 
cias no tros Toque Tole- 
actual ~ legal rancia 


systema  Milli- —_ 


me- — Mille- Mille- Peso legal Tolerancia 


Designagao das mocdas Reis tros _—_ simos simos Grammas Millesimos 
A COMBOS io a ois oo Cla 40 23 bronze 5:000 
E GCORLAVOS ES ice sisiaie osha hie 20 21 75 41000 | 
FE COMEAVO,, 5 2 is .eis cis ey sess 10 1g : 


nickel wis 3:000 | 115 


OD COMLBVO 5 Wc ee Fond ‘ 17 25 GeO 
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Estas moedas nao serao serrilhadas, terao no anverso uma 
composi¢4o ou figura symbolica com a legenda «Republica Por- 
tuguesa» e a era da cunhagem em algarismos; e do reverso a 
designagdo no valor, devidamente ornamentado. Os primeiros 
tres milhdes de cada uma d’estas especies de moeda terao orna- 
mentacao differente das restantes € a data de 5 de Outubro de 
1910, em commemoragao da proclama¢do da Republica. 

8 unico. Abrir-se-ha igualmente concurso entre Os artistas 
portugueses para os modelos ¢ gravuras das faces d’estas moedas. 

Art. 10.2 A cunhagem e emissdo das moedas de bronze- 
nickel sio exclusivamente reservadas para o Estado e nao pode- 
rio exceder os limites fixados no quadro seguinte: 


Importancias 


iy Numero de — 
Designacgao das moedas moedas Escudos 
PP CODNANGS. 6s oki sn as meee ORs NN PaD tae 25.000:000 1.000:000 
f PERVOS shi co lkis, «Sen = eelatae RE Hae Ae ae 100.000:000 2.000:000 
ROUTAN disk Hi ob RNR ke Noes Sco idole niet cee 50.000:000 500:000 
0:5 COMtARR Lous ea. cee eee eais {9 na eeer ts 50.000:000 250:000 
Tatal si aoteonss« cates este 225.000:000 3.750:000 


8 unico. Ninguem podera ser obrigado a receber em 
qualquer pagamento, seja qual for a sua importancia e origem 
mais do que um escudo em moedas de bronze-nickel. 

Art. 12.2. Eo Governo auctorizado a mandar recolher as 
actuaes moedas de ouro, prata, cobre-nickel e bronze, que serao 
trocadas por especies correspondentes do novo systema, segundo 
as equivalencias mencionadas nos artigos 2.°, 6.° e g.°. 

8 unico. Exceptuam-se da disposigao deste artigo as moe- 
das commemorativas dos centenarios da India, Guerra Penin- 
sular e Marquez de Pombal, que continuarao em circula¢gao, 
segundo as equivalencias designadas no artigo 6.°. 

Art. 13.° A cunhagem a que se refere o art. 7.° sera 
effectuada no prazo de tres a quatro annos, a contar da data da 
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iibiateect 2 
publicagao desta Lei, melhorando-se para isso convenientemente 
os meios de que dispde a Casa da Moeda. 
sah § unico. O Governo abrira por conta dos lucros da amoe- 
fe) Ari 
Ga Pas ainsi necessarios para a execug¢ao d’este artigo 
rt. 14.° Eo Governo auctorizado a adquirir em con- 
: 
se publico a prata, cobre e nickel necessarios para a cunhagem 
que se refere O artigo anterior, e a vender, tambem em con- 
curso publico, OS metaes existentes na Casa da Moeda e os 
provenientes da recolha das moedas actuaes, que nado forem 
precisos para a referida cunhagem. 
Mri cas" icara 
: t. 15.9 OQ Governo publicard as instruccdes necessarias 
para a completa execu¢ao d’esta Lei, e determinara opportuna- 
mente ili 
ite oO anno economico em que a contabilidade publica come- 
cara ne feita segundo 0 novo systema monetario. 
Ae Cet islaca 
t. 16.° Fica revogada toda a legislacdo em contrario. 


ae Determina-se portanto que todas as auctoridades, a quem o 
n Call 
ecimento e a execu¢ao do presente Decreto com forca de lei 


ert 
pertencer, o asi iain e fagam cumprir e guardar tio inteira- 
mente como n’elle se contém. 
? 


O Ministro das Finangas o faga imprimir, publicar e cor- 
rer. — Dado nos Pa¢os do Governo da Republica, em 22 de 
Maio de 1gtt. — Joaquim Theophilo Braga — Aateih José 
ad’ Almeida — Bernardino Machado — José Relvas — Antonio 


Xavier Correia Barreto— Amaro de Azevedo Gomes — Manuel 
de Brito Camacho. 


No Diario do Governo de 26 de Maio, n.° 122. 


Nota. — Na numcracao dos artl 308 ha oO salto do I1.°, pas do rach q o 
“ 
& o30 5 ssan a numeracauo de 10.” a 


Decreto de 29 de Marco de 1913 


Decreto designando o vogal do Conselho de Admiptstragao do 
Banco de Portugal que, na qualidade de Vice-Goyérnador, deve 
substituir nos seus impedimentos o respectivo Ggvernador. 


Usando da faculdade que me confere o n.° 4.° do artigc 
47.° da Constitui¢do Politica da Repup ica Portuguesa: Het por 
bem, sdbre proposta do Presidente do Ministerio e ieee a 
Finangas, baseada na lista triplics que lhe foi apresentada, de 
conformidade com a condic4o 3%* do Contrato celebrado com o 
Banco de Portugal, em 10 dé Dezembro de 1887, designar o 
vogal do Conselho de Admyfistragao do mesmo Banco, casa 
José da Cunha, para, na qualidade de Vice-Governador, substi- 
tuir nos seus impedimengés 0 Governador do referido Banco, nos 


: es : 
termos da mencionada/condigao 33.*. 


O Presidente’ do Ministério e Ministro das Financgas assim 
o tenha entendido e faca executar. — Pagos do Govérno da 
Republica, em/29 de Margo de 1y13.— Manuel de Arriaga — 
Afonso Cost¢. 


No Diario do Govérno de 1 de Abril, n.? 75. 


Lei de 21 de Junho de 1913 


Lei remodelando o sistema monetério. 


Em nome da Nacdo, o Congresso da Republica decreta, e 
eu promulgo, a Lei seguinte : 


Artigo 1.° A partir de 1 de Julho de 1913, a contabilidade 
publica sera feita conforme o sistema monetirio estabelecido pelo 
Decreto de 22 de Maio de 1911, que fica revisto e confirmado 
com as alteragdes constantes da presente Lei. 


§ 1.° Os documentos de particulares, que forem exarados 
desde a mesma data, sé valerdo em juizo ou nas reparticdes 
publicas, sendo escriturados de harmonia com o novo sistema 
monetario. 

§ 2.° Se em quaisquer documentos, publicos ou particula- 
res, houver necessidade de fazer referéncia a contas ou operacdes 
descritas anteriormente conforme o antigo sistema monetario, 
sera obrigatorio consignar a equivaléncia dessas contas ou opera- 
¢Oes conforme o novo sistema. 

Art. 2.2. Das moedas de bronze-niquel, cujas cunhagem e 
emissao foram auctorizadas pelo artigo g.° do citado Decreto, é 
eliminada a de 0,5 centavos, e da mesma forma, na contabilidade 
publica, é defeso o emprégo de algarismos a direita do indicador 
dos centavos. 


§ 1.° Subsistem as moedas de 5 réis com 0 valor de meio 


centavo para as transac¢Oes entre particulares. 


§ 2.° Qs diametros e pesos das moedas de bronze-niquel 
de 1, 2 e 4 centavos ficam reduzidos aos que no mesmo Decreto 
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estavam respectivamente indicados para as moedas de 0,5, I e 2 
centavos. 

§ 3.° No orcgamento respectivo inscrever-se-ha como receita 
extraordindria do Estado a importincia de 75.250%00 em que 
se computa a economia resultante da execugao do paragrafo 
anterior. e 

Art. 3.° A partir da referida data, em todas as reparti¢oes 
liquidadoras de receitas e¢ despesas do Estado se praticara de 
conformidade com o disposto no artigo anterior, efectuando-se 
os arredondamentos necessérios, quanto as primeiras, aumentando 
um centavo sempre que das operagées divisionarias resultem 
milésimos de escudo, e, quanto as segundas, da mesma forma 
se o algarismo déste fér 6 ou superior, e desprezando-o quando 
menor. 

Art. 4.2. Como designacao de escudos empregar-se-ha 0 sinal 
% (cifréo), no mesmo lugar em que antigamente se usava como 
indicador de mil réis, devendo escrever-se sempre qualquer 
quantitativo de centavos com dois algarismos, e sendo meramente 
facultativo o complemento por meio de dois zeros (00) das duas 
casas a direita dos escudos, quando nao houver centavos. 

8 1.° O cifrdo (~) lér-se ha escudos quando empregado no 
fim ou dentro dum numero, sendo por isso desnecesséria a escrita 
de qualquer outro sinal ou palavra. 

§ 2.° Os milhares de escudos poderéo também designar-se 
por contos desde que a esta palavra se nao acrescente qualquer 
ou restritiva; e na escrita serdo separados por um ponto (.) da 
classe seguinte de algarismos terminada pelo cifrao (%), a qual 
sempre se preenchera embora scja téda constituida por zeros 
(.000%). 

8 3.° Os milhdes de escudos seréo separados por dois 
pontos (:), e poderdo também designar-se mil contos. - 

§ 4.° As importancias inferiores a 1 escudo serao repre- 
sentadas na escrita pelo cifraéo (%) precedido ou nao dum zero 
(0) e seguido dos algarismos indicadores da quantidade de cen- 
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lavos, ou simplesmente por estes desde que a direita e ao alto 
do respectivo numero se inscreva a abreviatura “tvs. 

§ 5. O disposto no paragrafo anterior é obrigatorio para 
a contabilidade publica, sendo permitido para as transacgdes 
entre particulares o representar pelo algarismo 5 escrito a direita 
dos que representarem os centavos ou fracgdes de centavos. 

Art. 5.° Pelas diversas Direccdes Gerais do Ministério das 
Finangas, cada uma nos servicos privativos da sua jurisdi¢do, 
serao tomadas as providencias necessdrias para a rigorosa obser- 
vancia da presente Lei. 

§ 1.° Com a Junta do Crédito Publico, pelo que respeita 
aos titulos da divida publica, e com o Banco de Portugal, quanto 
as suas notas, concertardé o Govérno a forma e o prazo dentro 
dos quais se deve realizar a mudanca da nomenclatura monetiria. 


§ 2.° Pelas Direcgdes Gerais de Instrugdo, no Ministério 
do Interior, se providenciara para que, a partir do proximo ano 
lectivo, no ensino primério e onde mais for mester, seja expli- 
cado © novo sistema monetério e adoptada a sua escrita de 
acérdo com a presente Lei. 

Art. 6.° E suprimida a partir de 1 de Julho de 1913 a 
portagem nas pontes da Portela e Angeja. 

Art. 7.°. A partir da mesma data é suprimida tambem a 
portagem de 5 réis devida pela passagem a pé na ponte D. Luis 
(Pérto); e é autorizado o Govérno a suprimir ou a transformar a 
portagem da mesma importancia devida por passageiros de quais- 
quer veiculos, e bem assim a remodelar os precos das demais 
especies de portagem por forma que a diminuicdo de receita 
resultante da aplicagdo desta disposi¢4o nao seja superior a 5o 
por cento. 

Art. 8.°. OQ Govérno podera modificar ou autorizar que se 
modifiquem, sem encargo para o Estado e de acérdo com os 
respectivos interessados, as condic6es e prazos das portagens em 
todas as outras pontes, onde ainda se cobrem por lei ou contrato, 
tendo em vista as disposigdes da presente Lei. 
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Art. g.° Fica revogada a legislagao em contrario. 


Os Ministros de todas as Repartigdes o fagam imprimir, 
publicar e correr.— Dada nos Pagos do Govérno da Republica, 
em 21 de Junho de 1913.— Manuel de Arriaga — Afonso Costa 
— Rodrigo José Rodrigues — Alvaro de Castro — Joao Pereira 
Bastos — José de Freitas Ribetro— Antonio Caetano Macteira 
Junior — Antonio Maria da Silva— Artur R. de Almeida 
Ribeiro. 


No Diario do Governo de 23 de Junho, n.° 144. 


Lei de 30 de Junho de 1913 


Lei orgamental do Ministério das Financas. 


Em nome da Nagao, o Congresso da Repu 


ica decreta, e 
eu promulgo, a Lei seguinte: 


Se Tee eet yeaa Os Fe Se Rare Deo Blige Lee, /ehielied ter eielleise eta aera: WaN@iiy erat atte h aecie oo 


Artigo 4.° O regime das notas refresentativas da prata, 
regulado pelo Decreto de 17 de OQutubfo de Igto e confirmado 
pelo Decreto da Assembléa Nacio Constituinte de 23 de 
Agosto de 1911, subsistird até nov resolucdo do Poder Legis- 
lativo. 


ig en AU, Sue ais ey ns te Ne SS SLOT AS CRS igs. Of. ele lene a levis) Sega enEW Sk tiuelalice atte Leen ailc, md 


O Ministro das Finan 
rer. — Dada nos Pacos 
Junho de 1913. — Manu 


S a faga imprimir, publicar e cor- 
Govérno da Republica, em 30 de 
de Arriaga — Afonso Costa. 


No Didrio do Governo de 1 de Julho, n.2 151. 


1.2. HISTORIA PORTUGUESA. DO CIFRAO 


. m ° : Fa {: 

NUNES, Eduardo - Historia portuguesa do cifrao.- { 

int. Varaa paleographica maiora ac minora, p.1/7-27.- A grave crise monctfria que hf dois anos abalou o mundo ocidental, bs 

( y propulsou o délar americano a um stbito vedetismo nos meios de infor-  % 
Sep. Portugaliae Historica, Lisboa,1,1973, p.405-410. 


magio mundiais. As grandes revistas seutiram-se na Obrigagiio de oferecer  -. 
nos scus Icitores, ao Jado das substanciosas andlises sobre o mecanismo ec: 
causas da crise, 0 «hors-d’oeuvre» de algumas curiosidades histéricas a 
respeito do délar: origem do nome, vicissitudes monetérias, etc., etc., Che 
naturalmente, a origem e significado do respectivo s{mbolo, o cifro - $. # 
Na Franca, por exemplo, enquanto «L’Express» compunha com um cifrio  ‘ 
grandcmente ampliado, sobre fundo fotogréfico de lingotes de >uro, a sua 4 
pagina de capa (n.° 1049, de 16-22 Agosto 1971); «Paris-Match», num *. 
inserto lautamente intitulado «Sachez tout sur le dollar» (n°. 1163, de! 


21 Agosto 1971, p. 27), expunha assim a gencalogia do s{mbolo: 4 
ts }. 

«Une variété du dollar espagnol, dite «dollar & colonnes», 2 

porte & son revers deux colonnes représentant Jes colonnes ‘¥ 

d’Hercule (les deux promontoirs du détroit de Gibraltar), enru- ~ 

bannées. Autre version: une déformation du chiffre 8 (avec RY 

deux bandes verticales), parce que le dollar espagnol compte =f 

8 reales, et qu’il est couramment appelé pidce de 8». & 

. ‘es 


Informagécs dubitativas, como se v6, ¢ pouco convincentes. A ajuntar 

A figura j4 de si intrigante do cifréo (um S, sem qualquer relacgao visfyel < 

com o nome «dollar», cortado por dois tracos verticals), ¢ ao facto de sinal |” 
se idéntico simbolizar, no resto da América, os «pcsos» das varius nacdes de 
fala cspanhola, c, na Europa, em caso tnico e especial, o «escudo» portugues. 
A espccialidade do cifriio portugués consiste em inserir-se entre os algarismos 
dos escudos ¢ os dos centavos (no tempo dos réis, entre os algarismos dos 
milhares ec os das centenas-dezcnas-unidades), ao Passo que nas outras 
mocdas vai langado antes do ntimero. 

Pessoalmente, como. professor de paleografia portuguesa, vi-me atin- 
gido por uma consequéncia assfs imprevisfvel da crise: chegaram-me, 
de varias procedéncias, pedidos de esclarecimento sobre a verdadeira orl- 
gem histdrica do cifraio. Por fortuna, acontecia que a evidéncia da documen- 


{ago manuscnda para outros fins me Impusera j4 as linlias suméfrings da 
P. Spunar, «Definition de In paléographier, in Seriprorium, XU (Lovaina solugio do problema. Mediante novas pesquisas expressas, amplici a reco- 
1958), pp. 108-110. 
17 
16 


Iha documental !, ¢ pude afinar a constru¢ao explicativa que vou expor. 
Devo, porém, confessar uma. lacuna: falta-me a documentagio espanhola 
¢ hispano-americana, e a anglo-americana e inglesa, que repute indispensa- 
veis para uma completa visio hist6rica. A ajuda pedida aos albuns de 
paleografia resultou nula, e seriam_ precisas buscas nos arquivos locais. 
Foi por isso que dei ao Presente estudo o tftulo restritivo de «histéria 
portuguesa do cifrio». 


Na numcragao medieval portuguesa de tipo romano, 0 modo de repre- 
sentar os milhares consistia em envolver o scu numero numa espécie de 
arco em ferradura, as vezcs de pontas (io aproximadas por baixo do 
numero que imitava a silhueta dum balaio, mas normalmente reduzido pela 
Cursividade a um arco alongado por cima 
do ntmero, semelhante ao sinal geral 
de abreviatura: fig. 1 (de 1497) ?, a ers , 

Na 4rea castelhana, o sinal de mi- i 
lhares cra também um arco, mas inver- 
tido ¢ estrcito, em forma de «U» muito 
alongado em altura, e colucado na proé- 
pria linha, a scguir ao numero dos 
milhares: fig. 2 (1493) 3, 

O cordial entendimento mantido entre as coroas de Portugal e de 
Castela-Aragao na Primeira metade do século XVI, abriu caminho A intro- 
dugao, na corte de Lisboa, de muitos elementos da cultura e da moda 
castelhanas, veiculados principalmente, penso, pelos séquitos das sucessivas 
esposas espanholas de D. Manuel e D. Jofo Il, Um dos clementos impor- 
tados foi exactamente o sinal de milhares em forma de «U», Que eu saiba, 
O primeiro texto Portugués a adopti-lo é o rol das joias da rainha D. Cata- 


Lane lS Lb, 2 


— 


1 Para o século XIX n ito agradeco aos meus alunos, Sr.* 1). Maria Lucinda 
Gil de Barros e Melo de Saripaio, e Sr. Fernando Manuel Cifka Duarte da Silva, 
as fotocépias que me facultaram de espécics manuscritas dos Seus arquivos de familia, 

2 Dada a indole do presente estudo, e razdes de Praticidade, todos os exemplos 
figurativos que o ilustram sao reprodugdes A mio livre, e¢ nio foto teproducoes, dos 
originals; ¢ sé em casos especiais se fornecerf n cota arquivistica de cada documento, 

5 Tirada de F, Arribas Arranz, Paleografia documental hispdanica, Valladolid 
1965, lamina 99, 
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\! 
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rina, cm paginas de 1554; figs: 3 6 44 5 atengao!l O sinal passou dos 
numeros romanos para os frabes, Nos quais, em rigor, é indtil. E de facto 
muilos escrivics, talyez a maioria, continua- 
ram, até fins do século XVIII a nao usar 
qualquer sinal, ou quando muito um ponto. 56 Uovo S) 
Portanto o U desempenhava fungées de mero 33 Dy Lo 4 
relevo visual, ou Porventura de dificultador 
de falsificagdes, 

Util ou inutil, por si e€ com a ajuda da dominagao filipina, o 
sinal instalou-se no uso portugués. E sobre a sua histéria durante 
todo o século XVII, hé apenas a observar duas coisas. Primeira: que, 
enquanto na imprensa ele cristalizava na forma de U maiusculo, na 
escrila manual: ja obedecendo as instAncias grdfico-estéticas dos tempos, 
com tendéncia geral para se arredondar no 
tragado e abaixar a altura dos ntimeros: 3 Vb 5 
fips. 5 (Braga, 1600; etenda-se 2.000 cru- 
zados) e¢ 6 (Lisboa, 1709), Segunda: que o 6 
sinal significava simplesmente «mil», quer BOF OF 
vs milhares fossem de réis, quer de outro 
qualquer objecto numerdvel, Em 1718, ensinava ainda Manuel de Andrade 
de Figueiredo, na sua Nova escola para aprender a ler, escrever e@ con- 
far (pp. 87-88): 


«Ha hua figura a que chamio cifrio, sua forma he esta, 
U, serve de abreviar as cifras*® da unidade, dezena, centena, 
como v.g. queremos assentar quatro mil, pomos 4, com hum 
cifrio, assim 4U--, & cOmummente usamos delle nas contas de 


Is se 0 exemplo da soma que fornece a seguir é de yérias parcelas 
de milhares de réis, na pag. 156, para ensinar o valor dos numeros 
romanos cm geral, traduz XM. por 10U., XXM. por 20U., etc. 


* 


E contudo, j4 pelo menos uma década antes, alguém algures intro- 
duzira o@ elemento novo que iria lancar o U em cvolugio para o futuro $. 


Sockets Gee eM cah ak “can aa 
4 ANTT., Fundo Antigo, pasta 163, ff. 26v. © 88. 
5 Ou seja, os zeros. 
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Esse elemento consistia em dois tracinhos paralclos, colocadus obliqua- 
mentc na abertura do U manuscrito (arredondado quase em forma de O). 

Na verdade, em alternativa com outra variante, nio sci se contem- 
pordnea se anterior: um s6 traco, horizon- 
tal, a cortar pelo meio o U: figs. 7 (Lisboa, 
1726: 12 mil réis), 8 (Braga, em gesto 


vie yr 7 


retardatério, j4 no ano de 1772) e 9 (Braga, 

1763, degradacio cursiva do lipo) . 4- O p- 8 
Mas foi o U com os dois tracinhos 

que acabou por prevalecer. Note-se que a oF Y SoS 9 


nova figura j& designa, nfo qualquer género 
de milhares, mas apenas milhares de réis, ou quando muito de mocdas; 
€ em consequéncia usa-se exclusivamente em contas de dinhciros. 

Quando, onde, e por obra de quem se opcrou a inovagio? 

O exemplo mais antigo, mas j4 em uso habitual, de cifrio com duis 
tracinhos encontrei-o no borrador de cartas comerciais, dos anos 1710 ¢ 
1711, pertencente ao nobre-mercador Duarte Sodré *: figs. 10 ec It, de 
1710; 12, 13 °¢° 14, de 1701: ©: facto é 
extraordinarlamente precoce, no panorama 
paleogr&fico portugués. Mesmo nos livros de 


Geo 8 


contas, 0 novo cifrao s6 comega a divulgar-se 
entre nés a partir de meados do século. Aa ee 11 
Donde infiro que a inovagic nao nasceu cm ICB 
Gz ile 
Portugal, mas veio de fora parte. ‘26D 12 
Donde? O mapa da rede de comércio 5? Osve 13 


internacional em que o aclivo homem de 
negdcios operava, nfo deixa lugar a duvidas. IS S4-G 902. 14 
Exclufdas as éreas portuguesa (imcetrdpolc, 

ilhas atlAnticas, Brasil e Angola) e¢ holandesa 

(Amesterdio e¢ Coragio) e o contacto alemiao de Hamburpo, restam: 
Londres, as colénias inglesas da América do Norte, ¢ Barbados ¢ Jamaica, 
duas fixacdes inglesas nas Antilhas’. Nenhuns contactos com as Antilhas 


¢ Cédice pertencente & Prof. Virginia Rau, a quem agradeco a facilidade de con- 
sulta, e que serviu de documento-base para a dissertagio de licenciatura (dactilogra- 
fada) da Dr.* Maria Julia de Oliveira ¢ Silva, Juarte Sodré Pereira, fidalga e mer- 
cador, 2 vols., Lisboa (Faculdade de Letras), 1971. 

7 Ver G.D. Ramsay, English overseas trade during the centuries of emergence, 
Londres 1957, pp. 142 e 162. 
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espanholas, como alifs nem com a restante rea espanhola*, Portanto o 
hove ciftao, que € um hfbrido, nasceu na fren de negécios inglesa em 
conlacto com a firca portuguesa. 

Duas razocs, uma grdfica, outra econémica, confirmam a hipdtese. 
Razio grafica: o elemento novo, os dois tracinhos, era exactamente o 
sinal usado pelos ingleses (em alternativa com dois pontos) para separar 
cnire si, num sistema monetério 
nio decimal’, as Libras dos scus 
submultiplos. Ver fig. 15, tirada 


dum modelo de carta comercial 190, Yu @ 15 


pravado cm 1743", © figs. 16 
eg eS 2 16 


(Libras) c 17 (Réis), tiradas 
(h.ul2». 2F- 17 


do citado cédice de Duarte 
Sodré. O que explica  igual- 
mente a origem da variante, com 
o U cortado por um trasgo hori- 
zontal: trago semelhante cortava, vejam-se as figs, 15 e 16, o L designativo 
de Libras. Sendo assim, foi por certo miio Inglesa a primeira a fazer o 
festo, menos cxplicivel cm mio de portugués, de acrescentar os tracinhos 
britinicos familiares, ao U lusfada dos milhares de réis. 

Tanto mais que — raziio econémica— os milhares de réis portu- 
Rucscs intcressavam enormemente, nesses comecos do século XVIII, os 
capitalistas ingleses, dando-lhes ass{dua matéria de escriluragéo conta- 
bilistica: para neles traduzirem mercadorias portuguesas e sobretudo ouro, 
© ouro novo do Brasil, Ouro em obra ¢ em moeda aparece com relevo 
nas transacgdcs de Duarte Sodré ". E das moedas cunhadas por D. Joao V, 
diz C.R. Boxer que tinham curso internacional intenso, «especially in 
England and the Americas, including the British North American colonies» ", 

Posto isto, € possfvel uma ulterior aproximacio & data do apareci- 
mento da figura hfbrida, O ouro brasileiro, descoberto por volta de 
1695, niio tardou a incentivar fortemente os relacgdes comerciais luso- 
-brilfnicas, facto do qual o discutido tratado de Methuen, de 1703, é 


ne a 


§ Dissertacio citada, vol. I, pp. 258-267. 
* © sistema portugues era decimal, precoce e¢ involuntariamente, devido ao {acto 
den unidade base de contagem ser de valor antnimo, o real. 

0G. Bickham, The universal penman, Londres 1743 (reimpr. anast. Nova Yorque 
1941), pg. 126. 

" Dissert. cit., pp. 259, 261, 263 e 265. 

2 CLR. Boxer, The Portuguese seaborne Fimpire, Londres 1969, p. 164. 
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expresséo implicita®. Para em 1710 poder ja aparecer em fivro de 
contas de mercador portugués, 0 novo cifriio deve ter surgido nos livros 
ingleses pelos primeiros anos do século, isto 6, A roda da data do tra- 
tado de Methuen. 


«Le hazard et la nécessité» fazem Ici ha Biologia. FE também na 
Histéria. O acaso (ou a liberdade) introduz um facto novo, o qual, cm 
reaccéo com os factores j4 cm campo, desencadcia um processo. Este 
processo passa entéo a descnvolver-se Scgundo o delerminismo das. leis 
que regem os fendédmenos da sua espécie. Até que o acasu ou a livre 
accgéo nao introduzam novo factor, E assim por diante ", 

No nosso caso, o factor introduzido de fora & 0 novo cifraio. Velho 
nos dois elementos constitutivos, mas novo na sua «forman» grifica ¢ 
visual. Os outros factores em campo sio oO conjunto estruturado dos 
sinais gréficos da escrita: alfabéticos c¢ outros. As  Ivis principais que 
vio comandar o processo evolutivo, que levard do cifraio com U ao 
cifréo com S, parecem-me ser duas. 

Primeira lei: as figuras gr&ficas sofrem em peral, c por vezes de 
modo marcante, influéncia das correntes artisticas dominantes . Nao tanto 
dos modos como essas correntes se concretizam na pintura, na escultura, 
na decoragio; quanto das opgdes de base que as comandam: Opgio uli- 
litfria, ou esteticista; simplificadora classizante, ou «barrocas cnrique- 
cedora e exuberante. E nem sempre em sincronismo perfcito entre os varios 
campos da expresso artfsticn. 

Segunda Ici: uma figura grafica nova, se nio é suficientemente sim. 
ples ou nftida para poder impor-se como «cfnone» prafico aulénome, 
tende em geral para una grande flutuagio candénica (varicdade de exe- 
cugdes), e por vezes acaba por ser alrafda por cénoncs mais consistentes 


en ce Ma) 

13° Ver, para uma rigorosa Perspectivacio do tratado, sob este ¢ Outros aspectos, 
© artigo de Jorge Borges de Macedo, «Methuen (Tratado de)», in Diciondrio de His- 
téria de Portugal, vol. III, Lisboa 1968, pp. 48-55. 

4 Parece-me ser esta uma das posigdes metodoldgicas partilhadas jA cm 1965 
€ por um autor vindo da economia para a teorizagho da historia ccondmica: J. Mare- 
zewskl, Introduction a l'histoire quantitative, Genebra 1965. 

SO tema € abordado com certo destemor por R. Marichal, «l’écriture latine 
et la civilisation occidentale du ler au XVIE sidclen, in L'écrimre er la psychologic des 
peuples, Paris 1963, pp. 199-247, 
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que exibam forma gprafica aproximada. Exemplo t{pico é a abreviatura 
medieval de «Unde» (na f6rmula diplomética «Unde all nom facades»), 
proteica em figuracgdes, e ora assimilada A abreviatura de «lhe», ora 
a de «he», 


E notério que o barroquismo grAfico, introduzido como afirmacao 
pessoal do bom calfgrafo por certos manuais italianos do século XVI, se 
desenvolveu ¢ gencralizou durante o século XVII, entéo com tendéncla 
para as curvaturas em S, e 
alingiu © apogeu em pleno 


século XVIII, agora com pre- Sa 3 PPP 18 
dilecgio pelas volutas. Sirva 

de amostra exemplificadora () 

a cevolugio do P > maidsculo yA PL PP (? 19 


na escritn cursiva comun: 

figs. 18 (do século XVII, 

por ordem cronoldgica, da esquerda para a direita) e 19 (do século XVIII). 
Condenado estava pois o cifrio, divulgado entre nés a partir do 

meio do século XVIII, a torcer-se em espirais. No seu elemento curvo, 

evidentemente, Porque os tracinhos rectos, 

pela sua natureza grifica (e nao sei se 


pela sua natureza britanica) mantive- v ovo 20 
ram-se imperturbéveis; apenas foram 4 9 dp! ww 
crescendo em comprimento. 21 


O fendmeno nio se manifesta logo Ve AL-60 22 


nos primciros cifrdes gencralizados (dé- 
cada de 50), ainda fiéis aA figura ori- 
ginal: figs. 20 c 21 (Braga 1751), ¢ 22 


(Lishoa 1761). Desenha-se pelos anos de IMSS 23 

60: fips. 23 (Lisboa 1761), 24 e 25 

(Braga 1766 ¢ 1770). Way 24 
Dir-se-ia que a intrusio daquela OC OFL§ 

vontade espiralante ¢ embelezadora des- 4 0 ove 25 


canonizou a figura; quer reflexamente, 

abrindo-a ds inovagGes; quer inconscien- 

femente, fornando-a fluida como arquélipo. O resultado cifrou-se num 
pulular de figuragdes novas verdadciramente impressionante. Uma sé 
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pAgina de livro de contas * de 1788, exibe cinco lipos diferentes: figs, 26 
(sem qualquer sinal), 27 (cifrio com U), 28 (com espiral simples) , 
29 (espiral com contra- 
curva final, ao alto) e 30 


(espiral com contracurva Fe IS C SDI 70 26 27 


inicial, em baixo). 


Outros tipos e varian- A LBISG 72 SGT 28 29 
tes: figs. 31 (1770), 32 F S86 DIST m 


(1777), 33 (1779), 34 e 
36 (1783), 35 (1787), 37 
(1792), 38 (1806). 


Advirta-se que a antiga 3/6200 ANPI04 $t.32 
feitura (ordem e sentido de 
execucaéo dos tracos cons- Uf 2RSD ee: 000 ay. 34 
titutivos duma figura) se 


conservava ainda no perfo- o $Bo50 ts Ee) 5% 36 
do de divulgac&o, e nao se §3/DIIGF YII-SAL rae 


alterou com a efervescén- 
cla ornamental consecuti- 
va: tragando-se primeiro o elemento curvo (sempre cm sentido inverso 
ao dos ponteiros do relégio, de que sé é excepcio a fig. 38), ¢ depois 
os tracinhos. Prova-o a ligadura que As vezes une ao ciftiio 0 algarismo 
imediatamente anterior (fig. 22, comparada com as figs. 12 ¢ 14), a liga- 
dura interna curva-tracinhos (figs. 33 ¢ 38), c 0 jogo, mais subtik entre 
finos e cheios (figs, 29, 30, 34 e 36). 


* 


Se as figs. 29, 34 ¢ 36 niio sugcriram nada para além do que atrds 
ficou dito, peco o favor de se reparar nelas de novo. 

A parte curva dos respectivos cifrdes nao é jA um S? Nao. Nao «é» 
um S; é uma espiral contracurvada (semelhante neste aspecto A da fig. 33), 
tragada de baixo para cima (ao contrério do tipo de S que entio se vinha 
impondo), e de forma ainda fluida. 

Mas parece-se flagrantemente com o S. Ea sugestao de semelhanca 
vai desencadear o processo de atraccio ¢ cristalizagio que transformara, 
rapidamente, esta variante entre muitas variantes (ec de todas quicés 


4¢ Braga, Arq. Distr., Capela da Piedade, 1762-1790, {. 173. 
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a menos ortodoxa) ", no modelo final, nftido e fixo, do cifrao. Digo 
«modelo», ou arquétipo de referencia; porque, na prAtica da escrita usual, 
as implicagdes contidas na fulgurante atraccgéo do S s6 uma a uma e 
devagar se irio explicitando; sempre guerreadas de fora pela sobrevivéncia 
das velhas alternativas, e scmpre ameagadas de dentro pela degradagio 
cursiva. 

A primeira fase do pro- 


cesso manifesta-se jé na fig. IF GIF 4. SOHMoVV? 349 40 
39 (1798): o S nao € ainda 


perfeito de figura, e continua 52 Y46- R S346 41 42 


a escrevcr-sc primciro que os 


tracinhos (como prova a 295740 1219836 43 44 
ligadura da fig. 40, de 1798) ; 
mas fem jf feitura de S, tra- (Lib éa EMSS 45:56 


gado de cima para baixo, ao 

contrério das espirais de 1783. 

Também ao contrério delas, a conjugacéo S-tracinhos j4 nfo se mostra 
flutuante (cada uma das figs. 29, 34 e 36 os conjugava de modo diverso) , 
mas bem assente e fixa: og trac¢os, obl{quos, entram do alto tangencial- 
mente @ curvatura superior e menor do S, a qual deixam livre a esquerda, 
para cortarem diametralmente a curvatura inferior e maior. 

A scguir, 0 S vai desenhando melhor a sua figura candénica: figs. 41 
(1798), 42 (1802), e 43 (1807). 

A fase final do processo tem incidéncia nao s6 na execugfo escrita, 
mas na prépria interpretacio mental do arquétipo. Graficamente consistiu 
em passarcm a executar-se os dois tracinhos antes do S. Paralelamente, 
a «forma» mental, que desde o primeiro cifrio h{brido vinha sendo, imagino, 
a de uma figura arredondada (U, espiral, S) trespassada por dois tracos 
reclos, passou a «ver-se» como duas barras fixas verlicais, sobre as quais 
sc vém cnroscar as espiras dum S. 

A documentagio cursiva que possuo nao € nisso clara bastante, mas 
parece-me que a inversio de figura mental e de tragado se operou entre a 
segunda e a terccira décadas do século XIX, sendo sua amostra execucdes 
do tipo da fig. 44 (1826), em que os dois tracinhos (agora ponto princi- 
pal de referéncia) aparecem mais longos e bem implantados; enquanto 


Se See eee, 

7 Para uma visio, em termos de metodologia histérica geral, desta constante luta 
pelo dominio do futuro, entre uma multiplicidade de alternatives em presenca, ver 
J. Borges de Macedo, Importdncia em histbria dos métodos para detecgao e isolamento 
dos fendmenas minoritdrios, Lisboa 1970. 
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© S, por um lado, alinha mal com os algarismos do numicro, © por outro, 
se submete todo, cabeca inclusa, a lei dos dois tragos paralelos. Prova 
irrefutdvel sé a tenho tardia, e cursivamente degradada, na fig. 52 (1895). 
Méximo da perfeicgéo candénica em cursivos: fig. 46 (1878). 


Entretanto a_tradicio 
e a facilidade cursivante 
resistiam. Figs. 47 (1805), 46 60 0 19 w—232 AT As 
49 (1830) e 50 (1836): Pb? PPAF 
cifrdes com espirais; a espi- 40 49 50 
ral da fig. 50 € sucessiva- vf 4 ; 
mente degradada, pelo mes- 18h dO YS W300 Fs (S2 
mo escrivéo ¢ na mesma 
pagina, até as proporgdes de um simples ponto. Este cifrao reduzido a um 
ponto ou uma pequenfssima forma redonda insinuada cnire os dois tragos, 
tornou-se de uso frequente. Muitos plumilivos a cle recorriam nas grandes 
series de parcelas contabilfsticas, tragando apenas na soma final um belo 
e claro S de compensagao; assim procedeu aquele que escreveu o ntimero 
da fig. 45 (1843). Figs. 48 (1820) e 51 (1851): degradacdes do S do 
tipo do da fig. 39, mas j4 com os tracinhos executados em primciro lugar. 
Neste conspecto, forgoso se torna reconhecer que, de facto, como alids 
de direito e por esséncia, o cursivo nunca seria capaz de alingif ec tornar 
fixo o modelo ideal de cifrio em S que hoje conhecemos. E na verdade 
creio que o papel primacial nessa criagio e fixagio coube, nio a escrita 
usual, mas a um scctor especial, que faz de ponte centre a escrita ¢ a arte: 
o dos estilizadores de letras (gravadores, desenhadorcs de tipos de imprensa, 
eic.), sector onde a lei é a ascensfio candénica (inversa da degradagiio 
cursiva), ou busca do aperfeigoamento gréfico (visual ¢ Idgico) dos cano- 
nes das letras, 


Confrontando-a com o contexto cursivo secu a 5% 
contemporaneo (figs. 37-43), admire-se a mestria 2§ oO 


com que uma das primeiras obras daquele sector, 148000 
fig. 53, cifréo gravado em 1798", atingia a perfci- 34 
¢éo estética: os tragos paralelos oblfquos foram 644.00 55 


verticalizados e integrados com o S (j4 pensado 
como tal?) num conjunto regularizado segundo 
um duplo cixo de simetria, vertical e horizontal. Um século mais tarde, 
fig. 54 (1898, bilhete de pagamento, em caracteres de imprensa), 0 modelo 


18 Para uma apdlice do tesouro emitida em 1798: A.H. de Oliveira Marques, 
Histéria de Portugal, vol. 1, Lisboa 1972, grav. 67. 
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é essencialmente o mesmo; apenas os tragos verticais, agora elemento pri- 
meiro de referéncia, ultrapassam o S para cima e para baixo, 

© que nao quer dizer que ficassem para sempre abolidas deste sector 
us variagocs ¢ a inventiva, A fig. 55 mostra um cifrio, de tragos obliquos 
¢ S imperfcito, aparentado avs da primcira fase cursiva supracitada, que 
fazia parte dos tipos usados em 1927 para a impressio da Histdria de 
Portugal de Fortunato de Almeida (tomo V, p. 263). Para nao citar, por 
duvidas quanto d sua legitimidade, o cifrio com um sé trago vertical. 


Recapitulando, Meados do século XVI: importagaéo portuguesa do 
U castelhano de milhares, associado aos nimeros frabes, para us» geral. 
Primeiros anos do século XVII: associagfo a esse U dos dois tracinhos 
monelarios briténicos, para uso exclusivo com dinheiros, principalmente 
com milhares de réis. Meados do século XVIII: difusio do cifrio novo em 
Portugal. Logo seguida de complicagéo ornamental, fluidez canénica, pulular 
de variantcs. Comegos do ultimo quartel do século: o sinal, através da sua 
variante cm cespiral com contracurva superior, € atrafdo para a Orbita 
candnica da Ictra S; muito cedo em completeza no sector dos modelos 
desenhados; pouco a pouco, por etapas que se arrastam pelos fins do 
século XVIII e todo o primeiro quartel do século XIX, no campo da 
escrita comum. 

Hlouve ou nao outras interferéncias estrangeiras, além das apontadas, 
no desenrolar deste processo evolutivo? E quando e por que vias fol o sinal 
adoptado pelas novas nagées do continente americano? Eis o que a documen- 
lagao que me falta deverd esclarecer. 

Mas o processo portugués descrito apresenta-se tio longo, tao rico e 
(a0 coerente, que a minha pergunta final, que € ao mesmo tempo hipdtese 
de trabalho para ulteriores investigag6es, a formulo da seguinte maneira: 
ser4 esta simplesmente a histéria portuguesa do cifréo, ou, pelo contrério, 
nao scr4é principalmente esta, portuguesa, a histéria do cifrio? 
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AUGUST, 1929. 


A proclamation iss 
Indian island of St. Marti 6 ij s i i : giving 
om the island of St. Croix. re the 
500 signifies is not altogether certain. It may sta (pesos ) 
or perhaps “guilders.” [t Probably signifies Ds That this is the 
correct interpretation appears somewhat more clearly from a second appear- 


Part of a proclamation relating to slaves from the West Indian Island Saint 
Croix, and referring to a penalty of (apparently) $500. 


upon the p. Ww, 
1760 a step toward the formation of our modern dollar mark. 


MS. de Abul seh 773! Ant Lnena, fers 


> ie urrento,en. 
le estar Qiu, Lrasenw Yrustuaumen , 


7 to 
que Convto hover Comprade aL! Ass. 
un UNwlecon,) UTI HE NAuleco- 

¢ a 


TAL, Ur Prekro gle quakrocrentos sesegtn 
F ocho ng CAN W XAP yen, yurete, mourlos . 


gue how Trinriale el Vector 
* olwrew. : 


s 


) 
DI edn0 3 


Figure 3. 


An entry made at Porto Rice relating to the sale Manes “Note the cps: $"* 
(Nos. 3 and 1) for “dollars” and the “rrs’ fot “reales.” 


No uncertainty relating to the meaning of symbols exists in a record of 
the sale of Slaves held at Porto Rico.7 Three different handwritings appear 
in the record. At first ‘‘pesos”’ are marked ps (No. 3). But the Part from 
which Figure 3 is taken shows ps (No. 3) and $ (No. 1) placed side by side, 
thus ps $ (Nos. 3 and 1). Observe the occurrence also of a repetition of the 
letter “r*’ in the abbreviation for “reales."’ We see here the expression of 


6Bancroft Library, University of California, Danish West Indies Collection. 
Proclamation by Pieterz, Feb. 22, 1760. 
TBancroft Library, Danish West Indies Collection, 1768-1779, Porto Rico. 


svi UML ANUUGCCTIL GULlar Mark. 


49. de Abul 904773D! Ant? hrnera, be 
” de estar Cu? resem Orartaaumenta, en 
que Convtoav hover Comprado alt Ass. 
un Negro Uulecon, yur Neg Nulexo- 
TAL, O17 PrAKLO ole, JUOAMOCLETILOS ESCHER Y 
; 2 Ocho -s CATV WO LAP yen Be pe 
que he Tide oh Socror D: L2 
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Figure 3. 


An entry made at Porto Rice Velating to the sale of a BORO ee ays oR 
(Nos. 3 and 1) for “dollars” and the ‘rrs” wes Rewler.” 


No uncertainty relating to the meaning of symbols exists in a record of 
the sale of slaves held at Porto Rico.7 Three different handwritings appear 
in the record. At first ‘“pesos”’ are marked ps (No. 3). But the part from 
which Figure 3 is taken shows ps (No. 3) and $ (No. 1) placed side by side, 
thus ps $ (Nos. 3 and 1). Observe the occurrence also of a repetition of the 
letter ‘“‘r’’ in the abbreviation for ‘‘reales.’’ We see here the expression of 


6Bancroft Library, University of California, Danish West Indies Collection. 
Proclamation by Meters: oPeb2o. 1768, 
Bancroft: Library, Danish West Indies Collection. 1768-1779, Porto Rico. 


sve UUL LMUGEEH GULlar Mark. 
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Figure 3. 


An eRtrss. mate! at-Piurcks Rice relating to the She Ot Boner rea”. oN ote fee "ps ig" 
(NOS. 30 and <P?) for “dollars” and the “rrs" Pea Per Feit 


NO uncertainty relating to the meaning of symbols exists in a record of 
the sale of slaves held at Porto Rico.7 Three different handwritings appear 
in the record. At first ‘‘pesos’”’ are marked ps (No. 3). But the part from 
Which Figure 3 is taken shows ps (No. 3) and $ (No. 1) Placed side by side, 
thus ps $ (Nos. 3 and 1). Observe the occurrence also of a repetition of the 
letter ‘‘r™ in: the abbreviation for “reales.”’ We see here the expression of 


6Bancroft Library, University of California, Danish West. Tnoics Collection. 
Proclamation be PMeterg. Bets ale OA | 
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dle. Osi 1778 PORTO RICO. Slave Sale for 0, t0 


Cc 478 Pesos, 5 reales, 17 maravedis. - Ns. 
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BANK OF NORTH AMERICA 


Established 1781. Check dated July 17, 1787 with fractions 

in 90ths of a Spanish milled dollar due to the exchange rate of 
7 shillings 6 pence or 90 pence Pennsylvania money of account 
Deine Lees to one te ake milled dollar. 
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Lf Dott. a 


see PERRET BS cc ane RE aeaeee Rite) Ritts ene ee 


mo. O03 raat " Philadelphia, hd ht fff 


tig y She Spank of Letelyleana | 
: ‘a re ‘4 Filled | 


: , is if LG 
1} Cafbier of the Bank f North America, 
Lyare- Tee or Bearer, 


LEELA ALS 


oe ——- Mit m a C fore ted Bt 


oo arn 
ky 


Philadelphia, Heck JS te 1B} Dein 


Cashier of the Bank of Pennsylvania, 
Pair to oary CConnawW or Bearer, 


2 | : 7 _ Dollars, 25~Cents. 
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M0.F9 4 a Otte ot Wistount & Weposit of the sank of yr +a States, — 
Warnes, March. 182/ 
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| Fh. FIT ZL ottce of iacount & Bep Yentt of the Wniten States, 
: Warnntoo, y ‘ ‘a ak. 2 
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Prieaté Account. 
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Chietia (Mexico) 


New Orlesnus 


Mexico City 1781 


On the Mississipp! 1787 


Philadelphia 


“Nouvelle kiogrid ” 
(HN. O.) 


*“ Nouvelle Madrid” 
(PS O.) 


New Ozleans 


29 New Oriescs 1796 


Fig. 3 — Diversos signos representando el peso espafio 
tos manuscritos (MSS) tales como: cartas, contratos, 


Deteof M&. Place of ME. 
1698 . Mesico City 


16388 San Felipe Ge puerto 


1646 Mexico City 


2608 BMexico 


Mexico City 


Maniie 


1769 


(1778) 1788 Now Orleans 


1786 New Crieans 


1787 Mexico City 


1798 ‘“‘Nouvelie Madrid” 22 
(N. OC.) 


1784 “Nouvelle Madrid” 26 
d CN. 0.) 


EL: SIGNO DE PESOS 


A HISTORY OF MATHEMATICAL NOTATIONS 


Placc of MB. Dateof Ma. Date of M8. Place of M8. 
| a =) 
$7 1598 . Mexico City 
Spain abt. 1500 : 
ad 


Mexice (2) 1601 Fig 


Mexico 


1688 Ean Fellpe Ge puerto 


1646 Mexico City 


2698 Mexico 
Manila 


Mexico Mexico City 


Chietia (Mexico) : Manila 


New Grleasus ¥6 (1778) 17383 New Orieans 


1786 New Crieans 
Mexico City 1781 | 


1787 Mexico City 
On the Misslssipp! 1787 


“Nouvelle Madrid” 
Phitadelphia a : “UN. CG.) s 


“N 1} - 
“Noevelle kKindrid” : . pak so 
(HN. 0.) 


“Nourelie Madrid” 
“ Nouvelle Madrid” 1784 (N. ©.) 
(P% 0.) 


Foiladeiphia (?) 


New Ozcleans 


Loutsville ( ?) me 
b=") New Oriesrcs 


Fig. 3 — Diversos signos representando el peso espafiol, reproducidos de documen- 
tos manuscritos (MSS) tales como: cartas, contratos, liquidaciones, libros de con- 


Lisbon (1709) 
3,588 


Portugal (1711) 
tag 00 


Lisbon (1761) 
182,400 


livro de contas * de 1788, cxibe cinco tipos diferentes: fis. 26 
quer sinal), 27 (cifrio com U), 28 (com espiral simples) , 
il com contra- 
» 80 alto) e 30 


om contracurva 42 Ow A SDI 70 


baixo). 


tipos e varian- 4 LPI56 LZ D S67 


$1 (1770), 32 


(1779), 34 e a F 86 DIST | 
pe tao!) al i ae ee ee Dale 20. 1170 


(1806). aay 


es : ean Ea Cone = 2 
1-8 que a antiga ¢ 93/2200 4API04 St 32 710 ee 
em e sentido de ee Poicgal (779 
98 tracos cons- It CHRSD If 0 = == | <a som 


ima figura) se = (18: L7p> 
ainda no perfo- 93 P0530 Pe 7 & ee: 
gacao, e nao se 
1 a efervescén- 5 3/PII8 FIIMS42L 37 38 | 
ntal_ consecuti- 
o-se¢ primeiro o elemento curvo (sempre cm scntido inverso 
teiros do relégio, de que sé é excepcio a fig. 38), © depois 
'. Prova-o a ligadura que as vezes une av ciftiio o algarismo 
te anterior (fig. 22, comparada com as figs. 12 c 14), a liga- 
curva-tracinhos (figs. 33 ¢ 38), ¢ © jopo, mais subtik centre 
s (figs, 29, 30, 34 e 36). 
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igs. 29, 34 ¢ 36 niio sugcriram nada para além do que atrds 
e¢0 O favor de se reparar nelas de novo. 

: curva dos respectivos cifrdes niio é jf um S? Niio. Nao «dé» 
1 espiral contracurvada (semelhante heste aspecto a da fip. 33), 
aixO para cima (ao contrfrio do tipo de S que entio se vinha 
> de forma ainda fluida. 

rece-se flagrantemente com o S. FE. a sugestio de semelhanca 
lear o processo de atracciio ¢ cristalizagio que (ransformara, 
| €sta variante entre muitas variantes (ce de lodas  quicés 


Arq. Distr., Capela da Piedade, 1767-1790 ¢€ 1472 


orma grafica aproximada. Exemplo t{pico é a abreviatura 
‘Unde» (na férmula diplomética «Unde all nom facades») , 
figuragdes, e¢ ora assimilada a abreviatura de «lhe», ora 


D que o barroquismo grffico, introduzido como afirmacaéo 
nu calfgrafo por certos manuais italianos do século XVI, se 


gencralizou durante o século XVII, entéo com tendéncia 
luras em S, e 


gcu cm pleno 
agora com pre- LAP OPL 18 
volutas. Sirva 
xcmplificadorn 
P maidsculo LO LPP i? 19 


rsiva comun: 

século XVII, 

woldgica, da esquerda para a dircita) e 19 (do século XVIII). 
estava pois o cifrio, divulgado entre nés a partir do 

Dp XVIII, a torcer-se em espirais. No seu elemento curvo, 

Porque os t(racinhos rectos, 

cza grifica (e nao sei se 

ircza_ briténica) miantive- 

urbAveis; apenas foram 

Oomprimento. 

10 Nao se manifesta logo 

cifroes gencralizados (dé- 

ainda fiéis A figura. ori- 

c 21 (Ibragn 1751), e 22 

lescnha-se pelos anos de 

Lishoa 1761), 24 e 25 


17270}. oa 
tic ona intrusio = daquela CG fe. BF2ZS§ 
inte ¢ embelezadora des- Ly 0 Dove 


pura; quer reflexamente, 
yvacacs; quer inconscien- 
do-a fluida como arquétipo. O resultado cifrou-se num 
iragocs novas verdadciramente impressionante. Uma sé 
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te anterior (fig. 22, comparada com as figs. 12 c¢ 14), a liga- 


Curva-tracinhos (figs. 33 ¢ 38), ¢ oO jopo, mais subtik entre 
s (figs, 29, 30, 34 e 36). 
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igs. 29, 34 © 36 niio sugcriram nada para além do que alrds 
ego oO favor de se reparar nelas de novo, 
curva dos respectivos cifrdcs niio é jf um S? Niio. Nao «é» 
| espiral contracurvada (semelhante neste aspeclo a da fig. 33), 
aixo para cima (a0 contrfrio do tipo de S que entio se vinha 
de forma ainda fluida. 
rece-se flagrantemente com o S. FE a sugestio de semelhanca 
ear O processo de atraccio ¢ cristalizagio que (ransformara, 
esta varianle entre muitas Variantes (ec de todas quicds 
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Mercantile 8th and Locust M=RC et 
Trust P.O. Box 524 ae: ANTIL= 
Company N.A. St. Louis, Mo. 63166 

spare BAI 


1787 Philadelphia 

Written "8"; printed “"Doll."; 
then printed fraction bar 
and denominator. 


- Aurora newspaper (Philadelphia) 
| December 18, 1801, Prices Current 
NEW ORLEANS. : 
Cotton per cit. 28 dollars ; tobacce, per 
do. @ dollars; bar tron perdo. 35 dottars 
bacon per do. 12 dollars 50 cents; salted 
pork per barre! 14 dollars; fluut per de. 
10 dollars; whiskey per gallon, 7S cents; 
peach brandy per do. | dollar $0 cents; 
corn unshell’d per bushel | dollar. 


Lumber, $34; pork $ 30; ecef 20 a 
29; other provisions plenty—flour $9; 
‘molasses and sugar scarce. 


| < eatte> |) | ae 


| 
Prices at Havanna, 32 days since. 
| 
| 


1782 Philadelphia copy of 1778 letter »? 
from Oliver Pollock at New Orleans 
concerning prize for ship Rebecca. 


ae 1813 Philadelphia 
} Printed "Dollars," followed by 
Dollars, 4 : space for written amount. 


1813 Washington, D.C. 
ae — Printed "S$"; then long space; 


$75: 


a then 
oe printed denominator 
100 Dollars. without printed bar; then 


senrnnrrcrrrrrccrs serrrccraeed Printed "Dollars." 


_ 1821 Washington, D.c. 
Written "S$" at beginning; 


Id. : -100 Dollars, . printed "Dollars." at end. 


1796 Philadelphia 
Written protector on left 
of amount; then printed 
"Dollars" with printed 


‘ fraction bar & denominator. 


Dollars M/ ZS Calis 
sie Oo Re 


1812 Philadelphia 
Written protector before amount; 
printed "Dollars": and "Cents. 


1812 Philadelphia 
Printed "Dollars; then a large 
space; then printed "Cents". 


502 @F28 


Portugal (1766) 
502,828 


Portugal (1770) 
31,200 


Portugal (1779) 
16,250 


Portugal (1783) 
9,000 


Harrisburgh, PA. 1805 
Printed $ sign. 

Space instead of period 

between dollars and cents. 


ire, Treafurer, - 
County of Dauplun:—— 


nent; Vie. 
cee cpt 45 - 
—equal to. 1687 25 
ts 


Spain 
about 1500 


Mexico City 
i595 


Mexico City 
1745 


Manila 
1766 


Mexico City 
1781 


New Orleans 
1794 
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Diary of EZRA L’HOMMEDIEU (1734 - 1811) 
made during 1776 session of the Provincial 
Council of New York at White Plains. 
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Portugal (1743) 
English Sterling sum. 
Two small upright 


strokes separate 
130, Yn shillings & pence. 


Portugal _ (1743) 
. : 7 14,120 Reis 
£4. ufo» E27 ‘ Two small upright 
strokes for "thousand" 


Portugal (1743) 
English Sterling sum. 
190 Vu Two small upright 
” ua strokes separate 
shillings & pence. 


Portugal (1743) 


14. n f2wy shop 14,120 Reis 


Two small upright 
strokes for "thousand" 


10 alifs nem com a restante 4rea espanhola’. Portanto o 
ic € um hfbrido, nasceu na fren de negécios inglesa em 
Arca portupuesa. 
‘$s, uma grafica, oultra econdédmica, confirmam a_ hipétese. 
oO clemento novo, os dois tracinhos, era exactamente o 
s ingleses (em alternativa com dois pontos) para separar 
stema monetfrio 
> Libras dos scus 
cr fig. 15, tirada 


carta comercial 190, Vu@ 


43" fips. 16 

(Réis), tiradas To 
ice de Duarte G77 4 (252 

explica igual- ‘ . 
da eee £4. ul2» LF - 43 
r um tracgo hori- 
nelhante cortava, vejam-se as figs, 15 e 16, o L designativo 
lo assim, foi por certo mao Inglesa a primcira a fazer o 
plicivel cm mao de portugués, de acrescentar os tracinhos 
iares, ao U lusfada dos milhares de réis. 
S que —razfio econémica— os milhares de réis portu- 
vam cnormemente, nesses comecos do século XVIII, os 
eses, dando-lhes ass{dua matéria de escriluragéo conta- 
cles traduzirem mercadorias portuguesas e sobretudo ouro, 
» Brasil. Quro em obra c em moeda aparece com relevo 
de Duarte Sodré'"'. E das moedas cunhadas por D. Joao V, 
r que tinham curso internacional intenso, «especially in 
Americas, including the British North American colonies» ". 
€ possfvel ura ulterior aproximagio a data do apareci- 
ra hfbrida, O ouro brasileiro, descoberto por volta de 
ou a incentivar fortemente as relacGes comerciais luso- 
o do qual o discutido tratado de Methuen, de 1703, é 


citada, vol. I, pp. 258-267. 

portugués era decimal, precoce e involuntariamente, devido ao facto 
de contagem ser de valor aninimo, o real. 

im, The universal penman, Londres 1743 (reimpr. anast. Nova Yorque 


t.. pp. 259, 261, 263 e 265. 
cr, The Portuguese seahorne Empire, Londres 1969, p. 164. 


Portugal (1766) 
502,828 


Portugal (1770) 
31,200 


Portugal (1779) 
16,250 


Portugal (1783) 
9,000 


Portugal (1743) 
English Sterling sum. 
Two small upright 
strokes separate 
shillings & pence. 


Portugal (1743) 
14,120 Reis 

Two small upright 

strokes for "thousand" 


Castile, Spain (1493) 


Le) a 
oF y i Bi Roman numerals with U 


symbolizing "thousand" 


Portugal (1497) 
Arc is symbol 
for "thousand" 


Lisbon (1554) 
33,810 im 

Arabic numerals. 

U for "thousand" 


bcumental ', e pude afinar a construcaio explicativa que vou expor. 
porém, confessar uma. lacuna: falta-me a documentagio espanhola 
Ano-americana, e a anglo-americana e inglesa, que repute indispensii- 
ara uma completa viséo histérica. A ajuda pedida aos albuns de 
afia resultou nula, e seriam Precisas buscas nos arquivos locais. 


tr isso que dei ao presente estudo o (ftulo restritivo de «histéria 
esa do cifrao». 


numcragao medicval portuguesa de lipo romano, o modo de repre- 
s milhares consistia em envolver o scy numero numa espécie de 

ferradura, as vezcs de pontas (io aproximadas por baixo do 
que imitava a silhueta dum balao, mas normalmente reduzido pela 
ade a um arco alongado por cima 
ero, semelhante ao sinal geral 
intura: fig. 1 (de 1497) ?, 

frea castelhana, o sinal de mi- 
ra também um arco, mas inver- 
sircito, em forma de «U» muito 

em altura, e colucado na pré- [ © || ae f 4 
ha, a seguir ao numero ‘de aay Be oe 
t fig. 2 (1493) 3, 
ordial entendimento mantido entre as coroas de Portugal e de 
ragao na primeira metade do século XVI, abriu caminho 4 intro 
a corte de Lisboa, de muitos elementos da cullura e da moda 
as, veiculados principalmente, penso, pelos séquilos das succssivas 
spanholas de D. Manuel ec D. Joao III. Um dos elementos impor. 
exactamente o sinal de milhares em forma de «Ul». Que eu saiba, 
O texto portugués a adopti-lo € o rol das joias da rainha 0. Cata- 


0 stculo XIX n_ ito Agradeco nos meus alunos, Sr.* 1). Maria Lucinda 
ros e Melo de Saripaio, e Sr. Fernando Manuel Cifka Duarte da Silva, 
$ que me facultaram de espécics manuscritas dos seus arquivas de familia, 
aa indole do presente estudo, ¢ razodes ce praticidade, 
Que © ilustram aio reproduces A aio livre, e nia 
36 em casos especinis se forneceré n cota arquivistica de cada documento, 


Ja de F, Arribas Arranz, Paleografta documental hispdnica, V 
a 99, 


todos os exemplos 
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1782 Philadelphia cpby pe 1788 


coat 
letter from Oliver’ Pollock at 


New Orleans. fxs — yw 
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Parts of a Pennsylvania advertisement 
for sale of books in Oracle of Dauphin 
and Harrisburg Advertiser, Jan. 17, 1807 


| Belmour, a novel, 2 vols. 2 25cts, | 

Betham’s Biographical Dictiotiary | 
of celebrated women . is every. 
_ageand country," . B82 50 


Life of. Erafmus. . 6 ds. = 
Goldfmith’s. Eflay 85 2 vols. 1 dl. 
50 cents, +". | 
Scott's }Diffestations, "eays. and| 
parelléis..2 eh ver 6 ant O33 | 
Barclay?s new ‘anatomical, nomen- 
clafure SET wr ee aes 7 | 


acai the 
Wipes 


Plane! dud deihes 


ea a AOD AP 
EL AAV, 
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Qn the 12th of January, 1782, in less than two 

weeks after the bank was opened, they lent the 

United States. | | 7 ¥ 100,000 
In the month of February following, tlicy lent do. 100,000 
Jo the month of March fallowiny, they lent do. 100.000 
Jn the month of June following, they lent do. 100.000 


Making together the sum of ; ~. $400,000 


In May, 1782, the state of Pennsvivanis being una- 
ble to pay its quota of the public contribution, the 
bank lent them the sum of ¥ 80,000 


So that, with their small capital, the bank did actual- 
ly advance for the public service, with six months af- 
tet their organization, the sum of $480,000; and this 
‘will appear more extraordinary, when it is recollected, 
that the heavy losses of individuals, by the depreciation 
of the continental monéy, was then fresh in the public 
recollection, and occasioned such a distrust of every 
kind of paper engagements, that the circulation of bank 
notes was very limited, and the bank could derive but 
little aid from them. | 

These loans were not finally paid off, until the Ist of 
January, 1784. | ve 

Nor were these loans, extensive as they appear to be, 
the only advantage which the country derived from the 
establishment of the bank. It was in the constant ha- 


T 1748 Wexico City 


| pF 1766 Mantle 


dois tracinhos paralelos, colocados obliqua- 
luscrito (arredondado quase em forma de QO). 
iliva com oOulra variante, nio sei se contem- 
trago, horizon- 
figs. 7 (Lisboa, 


‘aga, em = gesto ek yn 
12) e 9 (Braga, D 
» tipo). <- O 


dois tracinhos : 

Note-se que a oS Wi S0S 9 
ualqucr género 

lhares de réis, ou quando muito de mocdas: 
xclusivamente em contas de dinhciros. 

bra de quem se opcrou a inovaciio? 

mas j4 em uso habitual, de cifrio com dois 
rador de cartas comerciais, dos anos 1710 ¢ 
mercador Duarte Sodré*: fips. 10 © 11, de 
0) dacia.¢ 

ho panorama 


o nos livros de So Cy ae 
7a a divulgar-se 
, a 
los do século. we Cao 
nao nasceu cm 2, 
ICL — 


arte, 


e de comércio 42 Ovo 


vo homem de 
igar a duvidas. SS E4-G 902. 14 
sa (metrdépole, 
a) ¢ holandesa 
O contacto alemio de Hamburpo, restam: 
da América do Norte, ¢ Barbados ¢ Jamnica, 
ailhas 7, Nenhuns contactos com as Antilhas 


Virginia Rau, a quem agradeco a facilidade de con- 
-base para a dissertachoa de licenciatura (dactilogria- 
veira c¢ Silva, Juarte Sodré Pevetra, fidalga e mer- 
de Letras), 1971. 


hk overseas trade during the centuries of emergence, 


espanholas, como 
hove ciftao, que 
contacto com a ft 
Duas razoes, 
Raziio grafica: o 
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cntre si, num sister 
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Sodré. O que e 
menic a origem da 
oO U cortado por w 
zontal: traco semel 
de Libras. Sendo: 
pesto, menos explic 
britinicos familiare 
‘Tanto mais q 
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capilalistas inglese 
bilistica: para nele 
© ouro novo do | 
nas transaccocs de 
diz, C.R. Boxer q 
ogland and the An 
Posto isto, é 
mento da figura 
1695, niio tardou 
-brilffnicas, facto d 
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0 6G. Rickham, 7 
1941), pp. 126. 


NW Dissert. cit., p 
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“Fig. 5 “3 ~ Diferentes fess del pane E oe en al Diario de Pe Gon cice 
as cage cay ats Horrimedien | 
New » York: : ae . ead 
wees gue) tie ala palabra escrita. En los pri- 
meros once signos se ve la S cruzada por una sola 
. “raya; los tres tltimos lo estan por dos rayas (véase la 
citada’f figura No. oF | 


oe aR origen ‘del signo de pesos es en Si muy eric 

< tae la evolucién de \p*, Cuando la P fue hecha de 

“un solo trazo largo, como en la Fig. 3, los nims. 12, 

14, 17, 20, entonces el signo toma la forma de 3 
como lo hace Robert Morris (Fig. 3, nim. 21). 


“Antes de 1800 la figura ahora conocida ie $ se 

ates contadisimas veces. En nuestras. muchas in- 

"+= vestigaciones lo encontramos en los manuscritos del 
a siglo XVIII 3 no mas de treinta 0 cuarenta veces; nin- 
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EL: -SILGNO DE oP ESOS 


A HISTORY OF MATHEMATICAL NOTATIONS 


Place of MB. Dete of ua. | : _ ~Deteof MB. Place of M8. 
Ye fir 1698 =. Mestco City | 
Spain = abt. 1500 | 


aes : oe : 1638 San Fellpe de puerto 
Mexico (?) 1601 SF 


1646 Mexico City 
MexJco 


2608 Mexico 
Manila 


Mexico City 


Chietia (Mexico): 4 Manila 


Mexico 
New Orleszugs ? ¥6, (1778) 17383 New Orieans 


1786 New Crieans 
Mexico City 1783 


1787 Mexico City 
On the Misslssipp! 1787 


cs ite Madrid” 
Philadelphia . 41798 EE EP 


: “N ie Afadrid” 
“Nouvelle Liogrid” * . Ot OF. rid 
CH. O.) 
“Nourelle Madrid” 
“ Nouvelle Madrid” 1784 (HN C.) 
(PS O.) 


Foiladelphia (?) 
New Ozleans 1798 


Louisville (?) FF) 
29 New Orlesrs 1796 ty 


Fig. 3 — Diversos signos representando el peso Pk reproducidos de documen- 
tos_manuscritos (MSS) tales como: cartas. contratos, liquidaciones. libros de con- 


“Fig. 5 — _ Diferentes ae el Signo Ee Bec. en | Diario er orang 


cia ER L, Hommedi ev 


NewYork: : 


age los tres Ultimos lo estan por dos rayas (véase la 
citada figura No.5). 


| El origen ‘del sind de pesos es en si muy sencillo. 
~~ Es la evolucién de Ae Cuando la p fue hecha de 
un solo trazo largo, como en la Fig. 3, los nims. 12, 
14, 17, 20, entonces el signo toma la forma de $ 
como lo hace Robert Morris (Fig. 3, num. 21). 


Antes de 1800 la figura ahora. conocida de $ se 

cndes contadisimas veces. En nuestras muchas in- 
“+= vestigaciones lo encontramos en los manuscritos del 
aoe siglo AVI 3 no mas de treinta 0 cuarenta veces; nin- 
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The symbol $ ( Cifrao ) derives from the Arabic "tsiphron" ( zero ). 
Primitively it was utilized to represent one thousand unitigs, 
abbreviating its writing, as by Antonio de Moraés Silva, 
in his dictionary of the Portuguese Language, 2nd edition, Lisbon, 
Typ. Lacerdina, 1813: 

Cifra : The character of one zero in Arithmetics. 

Cifrao: In Arithmetic, Great cifra, sliced $: the equivalent of 3 
cifras, thus 1$ is worth 1.000. 


This way, when one abbreviated 4$ tt, the meaning was four thousand 

tons; In monetary terms, 768$ rs. represented seven hundred and 

sixty eight thousand reis. In amounts smaller than one thousand it 
was usual to represent 768.415 rs. ... ot 7454 415 chancdoning thy uae f re 


ta 


In a superficial research, the oldest utilization of the Cifrao was 

in a letter dated August 10, 1708, from Manoel de Almeida Soares in 
Bahia to Francisco Pinheiro in Lisbon. It says (in archaic 
Portuguese) : 

I arrived in such a bad time that I found the land full of Indian 

silk that one can not do business and for this reason I did not sell 
any of your silk with the tumult of the ships and the sales from the 
men of India no-one looks at anything from the kingdom but with the 
departure of the ships, no doubt one is going to sell beautifully 
and I have only sold 150 $ of the shipping... 

( In Colonial Business - A commercial correspondence of the XVIII 
Century, Luis Lisanti Fiolho, 1973 v.I, p.7) 


Thus, the generalized use of the $ (Cifrao) in Portugal and Brazil 
goes back at least to the beginning of the XVIII Century, therefore 
way before the appearance of the dollar and its symbol. 

When the Brazilian monetary unity was changed in 1942, and the 
Cruzeiro was created, the symbol was kept, we believe, by mere 
tradition. 


S | 
QO simbolo $ (cifrao) deriva do Srabe " ee (zero): Foi primiti- 
Mente usada para sh eget a mil unidades, abreviando sua ‘escrita, confor= 
me. registrou Antonio’ Moraes Silva, em séu Dicidrrid laa Lingua Portuguesa,2?® 
ad.l, Lisboa) Typ. Lacerdina, 1813: ea 1, ee ei 


are het 
a CIFRA: But ey oR figura de um zero na acted, : 


CIFRKO: s.m., Na Aritmet. cifra grande! édethte £ : ee 3 cifras 
Be etNite 1$ vale eee! wi, 1.000. 


Neste sentido, quando ge escrevia 4$ tt di gnificado -era’ quatro mil 
eaiasades: op uso:. monetario, 768% rs. repredentava, setecentos e sessenta e oi- 
“to. mil réis. Quando existisse quantidade de réis inferior a mil, escrevia-se 
‘768.415 rs. 0 hdbito teria, certamente, levado ao uso do cifrao para oe 
a casa dos mil, emyualquer caso: 768$415, abandonando- se o.uso do "rs. 

O emprego monetario desta abreviatura mais antigo que em fla pes- 
quisa nos foi possivel verificar, data de 10 de agosto de 1708, em carta de 
Manoel de Almeida Soares (Bahia) dirigida a a Pinheiro (Lisboa).Diz 
ela: 
| .... Vim em tao ma ocazino q. achei a ftexd ched de: cedns Ma tndéa ¢- 
se podem levar por negogio p¥ esa tterra cauxa por onde nao vendi na- 
da nada (sic) de suassedas ¢ com a bulha da frota e com os baratilho 
dos homes da India nimgem olha p* nada do reino mas partida a frota 
nao ha duvida q. tudo se ha de vender bellamente e somte. tenho ven- 


2 
) 


dido 150$ de sua caregm osvoeoeeveeteeete ¢ @ 
(in "Negécics Coloniais - Uma correspondéncia comercial do Século 


XVIII-, Lufs Lisantt Fioho, 1973,° Vic 2. B.- 1) 


tee. 
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Bestarte, .o uso generalizado do é (cifrad), em Portugal e no Brasil, 
ee cgsnte. pelo.menos, ao inicio do século XVIII, or tanto, muito antes do apa- 


recimento do délar e seu simbolo. ! 
oe Quando a unidade monetaria brogileira foi saeevada em 1942, passando 


a- existir o ecruzeiro, o simbolo foil conservado, ao que pensamos, por mera trac 
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10 ali4s nem com a restante 4rea espanhola’. Portanto o 
tc € um hfbrido, nasceu na fren de negdécios inglesa em 
firca portuguesa. 
cs, uma grffica, outra econédmica, confirmam a_hipétese. 
o clemento novo, os dois tracinhos, era exactamente o 
as inglescs (em alternativa com dois pontos) para separar 
stema monetfrio 
s Libras dos scus 
er fig. 15, tirada 
carta comercial 
43" c fips. 16 


(Réis), tiradas —o ve I2i2ZB 


lice de Duarte 


explica igual- ee oe 
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r um traco hori- 

nelhante cortava, vejam-se as figs, 15 e 16, o L [ae 


lo assim, foi por certo mio Inglesa a primcira a fazcr o 
plicfivel em mao de portugués, de acrescentar os tracinhos 
iares, ao U lusf{ada dos milhares de réis. 

S que —razfio econédmica— os milhares de réis portu- 
vam cnormemente, nesses comecos do século XVIII, 
eses, dando-lhes ass{dua matéria de escriturac&o conta- 
cles traduzirem mercadorias portuguesas e sobretudo ouro, 
) Brasil. Ouro em obra e em moeda aparece com relevo 
de Duarte Sodré''. E das moedas cunhadas por D. Joao V, 
r que tinham curso internacional intenso, «cspecially in 
‘Americas, including the British North American colonies» " 
€ possfvel uroa ulterior aproximacaio A data do apareci- 
ra hfbrida, O ouro brasileiro, descoberto por volta de 
lou a incentivar fortemente as relacGes comerciais luso- 
0 do qual o discutido tratado de Methuen, de 1703, é 


citada, vol. I, pp. 258-267. 

portugués era decimal, precoce e involuntariamente, devido ao {acto 
de contagem ser de valor aninimo, o real. 
m, The universal penman, Londres 1743 (reimpr. anast. Nova Yorque 


t, pp. 259, -261,.263 © 265. 
cr, The Portuguese seaborne Empire, Londres 1969, p. 164. 


ocumental', e pude afinar a construc 
porém, confessar uma_ lacuna: falta-me a documentacio cspanhola 
‘ano-americana, e a anglo-americana e inglesa, que repute indispens:- 
‘ara uma completa viséo hist6rica. A ajuda pedida 
rafia resultou nula, e seriam precis 
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m ferradura, as vezcs de pontas (40 aproximadas por baixo 
| que imitava a silhueta dum baliao, 


fade a um arco alongado por cima 
nero, semelhante ao sinal geral 
‘viatura: fig. 1 (de 1497) 2, 

| &rea castelhana, o sinal de mi- 
ra também um arco, mas inver- 
*streito, em forma de «U» muito 
oO em altura, e colucado na pro- [ || “ Fe ms 

ha, a seguir ao numero dos Cali ae a 

8: fig. 2 (1493) 3, 
cordial entendimento mantido entre as coroas de Portugal e de 
\ragéo na primeira metade do século XVI, abriu caminho 
1a corte de Lisboa, de muitos cleme 
las, veiculados principalmente, 


do 


. f 
mas normalmente reduzido pela | 


a intro 
nlos da cultura e da moda 
penso, pelos séquitos das succssivas 
espanholas de D. Manuel ec D, Jofio HII. Um dos clementos npor- 
i exactamente o sinal de milhares em forma de «Uo, Que 


cu saiba, 
ro texto portugués a adopti-lo € 0 rol d 


as jdias da rainha D. Catn- 


ra o século XIX n ito Agradeco aos meus alunos, Sr.* 1), 
rros e Melo de Saripaio, e Sr. Fernando M 
‘a3 que me facultaram de espécics manuscrit 
da a {ndole do presente estudo, 
Que 0 ilustram sao reproduces 
> $6 em casos especinis se fornecc 
‘ada de F. Arribas Arranz, 
na 99, 


Maria Lucinda 
anuel Cifka Duarte da Silva, 
as dos seus arquivas de familia, 
€ razoes de praticidade, todos OS cxemplos 
A mio livre, e nao foto teprodugoes, doe 
rA an cota arquivistica de cada documento, 


Paleografia documental hispanica, Valladolid 


rina, em paginas de 1554: figs. 3-e_44. E atencao! O sinal passou dos 
numeros romans para os drabes, Nos quais, em rigor, € indtil. E de facto 
muilos Cscrivics, talyez a maioria, continua- 
ram, até fins do século XVILL a nfo usar 
qualquer sinal, ou quando muito um ponto. 
Portanto o U desempenhava funcdes de mero 
relevo visual, ou porventura de dificultador 
de falsificagdes, a 
Util, ou intitil, por si e\ com a ajuda da dominacao filipina, o 


sinal instalou-se no uso iy E sobre a sua histéria durante 


lodo o século XVII, hé apenas \a observar duas coisas. Primeira: que, 


chquanto na imprensa ele cristalizava na forma de U maiusculo, na 
escrila manual: ja Obedecendo as in3tAncias gréfico-estéticas dos tempos, 
com tendéncia geral para se arredondar no Pee eer ern ee 


lragado e abaixar a altura dos ntimeros: Uh A 


fips. 5 (Braga, 1600; etenda-se 2.000 cr 


7los) ¢ 6 (Lisboa, 1709), Segunda: que o vara 1S FOB eS 
sinal significava simplesmente «mil», quer ¢ 32 ee.” 


os milhares fossem de réis, qucr de outro 


qualquer objecto numerdvel, Em 1718, ensinava ainda Manu rade » 


le Fipuciredo, na sua Nova escola para aprender a ler, escrever @ con- 
far (pp. 87-88): 


«Ha hua figura a que chamfo cifrao, sua forma he esta, 
U, serve de abreviar as cifras> da unidade, dezena, centena, 
Como v.g. queremos assentar quatro mil, pomos 4, com hum 
Cifrio, assim 4U--, & cOmummente usamos delle nas contas de 
somar, entre centena, & milhar Para separacéo, como vemos 
abayxo», 


Ir se 0 cxemplo da soma que fornece a seguir é de vdrias parcelas 
de milhares de réis, na pag. 156, Para ensinar o valor dos numeros 
romanos cm geral, traduz XM. por 10U., XXM. por 20U., etc. 


x 
FE contudo, j4 pelo menos uma década antes, alguém algures intro- 
duzira o elemento novo que iria lancar o U em cvolucao para o futuro $. 
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{SANT T. Fade Antigo, pasta 163, ff. 26 y. e 88. 
5 Ou seja, os zeros. 
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dois tracinhos paralelos, colocados obliqua- 
nuscrito (arredondado quase em forma de Q). 
ativa com outra variante, nio sei se contem- 
trago, horizon- 

figs. 7 (Lisboa, 
aga, em gesto 
72) ¢ 9 (Braga, 
» lipo). 

dois tracinhos 

Note-se que a | 9 
jualqucr género | 

Ihares de réis, ou quando muito de moedas: 
xclusivamente em contas de dinheciros. 

bra de quem se opcrou a inovaciio? 
. mas j4 em uso habitual, de cifrio com dois 
rador de cartas comerciais, dos anos 1710 ¢ 
mercador Duarte Sodré*: figs. 10 ¢ 11, de 
11. © facto é 

nO payvorama 


o nos livros de So Cy a 
ga a divulgar-se 
4 Cal 
Jos do século. wo bv Ca 
ndo nasceu em > 
ICL —~ 


arte, 


le de comércio e 7 Bhvo 45 


vo homem de roca 


ugar a duvidas. SS EAG 902. a. | 


sa (metrdépole, 
a) ¢ holandesa 
Oo contacto alemio de Tamburpo, restam: 
da América do Norte, ¢ Barbados e Jamnica, 
ntilhas 7, Nenhuns contactos com as Antilhas 


Virginia Rau, a quem agradeco a facilidade de con- 
-base para a dissertacio de licenciatura (dactilogra- 
lveira ¢ Silva, Duarte Sodré Pereira, fidalpo e mer- 
de Letras), 1971. 


hk overseas trade during the centuries of emergence, 


espanholas, como 
hove ciao, que 
contacto com a ft 
Duas razodes, 
Razio grifica: o 
sinal usado pclos 
cntre si, num siste 
nio decimal’, as TE, 
submultiplos. Ver | 
dum modelo de cz 
pravada em 1743 
(Libras) c 17 (I 
do citado cddice 
Sodré. O que e 
mente a origem da 
o U cortado por u 
Zonal: traco semel 
de Libros. Sendo 
pesto, menos explic 
britinicos familiare 
Tanto mais 
pucses interessavat 
capitalistas inglese 
bilistica: para nele 
QO ouro novo do | 
nas transaccocs de 
diz C.R. Boxer « 
ogland and the Ar 
Posto isto, ¢ 
mento da figura 
1695, niio tardou 
-britfnicas, facto « 


LE Se oe 


§ Dissertaciho cit: 
* © sistema port 
de on unidade base de « 
io 6G. Rickham, 7 
1941), pg. 126. 


BQ Dissertcit:, ¢ 


. 


orma grafica aproximada. Exemplo tfpico é a abreviatura 
‘Unde» (na fé6rmula diplomética «Unde all nom facades»), 
liguragdes, e ora assimilada a abreviatura de «lhe», ora 


) que o barroquismo grAfico, introduzido como afirmacao 
n calfgrafo por certos manuais italianos do século XVI, se 


gencralizou durante o século XVII, entéo com tendéncla 
turas em S, e 


geu cm _ pleno 
agora com pre- ce PPAPL 18 
volutas. Sirva 
‘xcmplificadora 
» P maidsculo LP LPP ? 19 


rsiva commun: 
século XVII, 


ioldgica, da esquerda para a direita) e 19 (do século XVIII). 

9 estava pois o cifrio, divulgado entre nés a partir do 

» XVIII, a torcer-se em espirais. No seu elemento curvo, 

Porque os tracinhos rectos, 

70 grifica (e€ nfo sei se 

reza_briténica) mantive- 

irbAveis; apenas foram 

omprimento. . } 
ho nao sc manifesta lopo «| —_ (7b ae 
cifrées genecralizados (dé- ae (Pr, Yoo 
ainda fiéis A figura ori- : é 
c 2! (Braga 1751), e 22 

Desenha-se pelos anos de 


Lisboa 1761), 24 ¢ 25 SSS FB eee 


1770). 24 Le Polis 
lé rey 5 


[uc a intrusio § daquela 507, ,§ 
le ¢ embelezadora des- 
gura; quer reflexamente, 
ovagoes; quer inconscien- 
do-a fluida como arquétipo. O resultado cifrou-se num 
iragocs novas verdadciramente impressionante. Uma _ sé 


hei hast Aan Dh rach ified 
, i ec  Aiagde Me I al oad 
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